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Preface 

The country is fast progressing towards achieving its goal of building a 'Digital Bangladesh' 
under the able leadership of honorable Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina. Information 
Communication Technology (ICT) based communication has reached unprecedented levels. 
In particular, mass media has become an integral part of life. Therefore, the mass media is 
playing a vital role in creating awareness about various issues in the country.  

The sacred duty of NIMC is to create a work-force of knowledge based, skilled media 
journalists, capable of rising up to the challenges of the 21st century. It provides training on 
relevant social issues to promote awareness, disseminate knowledge and bring about 
national unity and cohesion in society. With this view in mind, the topic `Exploring the 
Strategy of Mass Media to Prevent Violence Against Women in Bangladesh’ has been 
selected for research.  

I firmly believe, this research document would help in pursuing NIMC's goals of preparing 
a team of skilled journalists who would play the vital role in creating awareness to prevent 
violence against women and contribute towards creating an enlightened society and foster 
national unity. 

My sincere appreciation for the researcher, Professor Dr. Md. Shafiul Islam for his diligence. 
I also appreciate all the relevant NIMC members for their untiring endeavor to make this 
research a success. 

 
Shahin Islam, ndc 
Director-General 

National Institute of Mass Communication 
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Abstract 

Violence against women is a global issue experienced by societies in developed and developing 
countries alike. Many women are anxious about their safety and suffering, not only from the 
immediate harms of violence, but also their rights for access to financial and other resources, and 
to make decisions about their own lives. So, it has been an issue of concern all over the world. It 
is also an issue of concern in Bangladesh. Despite taking many initiatives, the incidents related to 
VAW is increasing day by day rather than decreasing in the country. Even, the VAW related incidents 
have alarmingly increased during the Covid-19 in the country.  
Keeping in mind the issue as an important, the National Institute of Mass Communication has rightly 
selected the issue for research study this year.  
However, this study has been conducted to explore the strategy of mass media to prevent violence 
against women in Bangladesh. In the nature of the methodological inquiry, it is qualitative research 
work. But quantitative data were also collected for this study. As a result, a mixed method research 
approach was followed to conduct the study. Both primary and secondary sources have been used 
for data collection. A questionnaire survey, key informant interview, and focus group discussion 
were the tools of primary data collection. A total of392 respondents were brought under this study 
for questionnaire survey. Among them,347 respondents were selected from Dhaka and the rest 
respondents were from Rajshahi, Khulna and Chottogram cities. A total of 15 respondents were 
interviewed as the key informants for this study. On the other hand, three focus group discussion 
sessions were conducted—one in Dhaka, another in Rajshahi and the rest in Chottogram. Seven 
individuals were invited for each focus group discussion session.  
The study reveals that despite many challenges and limitations, the mass media are playing very 
positive role with regard to prevent VAW in the country. However, the study reveals some reasons 
for increasing the incidents related to VAW in the country. Among the reasons, top five reasons 
were identified by the respondents. About 88 percent of the respondents’ assert that delayed in 
judgement or red tappism in judgement procedure is the top reason for increasing the incidents 

related to VAW in the country. It is 
followed by increasing use of drug and 
its availability (77%). About 72 percent 
of the respondents think that the 
incidents related to VAW are increasing 
due to degradation of social values 
while about 49 percent of the 
respondents observe that indecent 
lifestyle is one of the causes of 
increasing such types of violence in the 
country. About 36 percent of the 
respondents think that misuse of 
political power is also cause of 
increasing VAW incidents in the 
country. 
On the other hand, about 71 percent of 
the respondents observe that free flow 
of internet and social media has an 
influence for occurring of such kind of 
violence in the country. As many as 62 
percent of the respondents’ identity 
the lack of religious 

knowledge/education and its practice in individual, family and social life for such incidents in the 

Findings: at a glance 
 

Awareness 
Increase number of mass media 

Lack of professionalism 
Lack of policy 

Lack of investigative news 
Lack of programmes by the government 

agencies 
Lack of commitment to society 

Digital Security Act: considered as threat 
Interest group 
Low credibility 

Censorship 
Less motivation 

Ownership 
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country. About 45 percent of the respondents also identify the lack of moral education and its 
practice for such VAW in the country. 
The mass media face a lot of challenges with regard to publish and broadcast the incidents related 
to VAW in the country. The study reveals that political factors and a section of influential quarters 
are identified as the major challenges in this regard. About 74 percent of the respondents’ assert 
that they faced political barriers in terms of publishing news related to VAW. Apart from political 
factor, 79 percent of the respondents also assert that they faced barriers from a section of the 
influential quarters of the society. The respondents especially the KIs considered the Digital Security 
Act 2018 as another challenge in this regard.  
About practising strategies, the study reveals, according to 86 percent of the respondents, there is 
a common strategy in the mass media `not to disclose the victim’s identity’ initially. About 58 
percent of the respondents assert the mass media publish/broadcast VAW related news considering 
the degree of violence. 
However, the study puts some policy implications, grouping into two categories—own initiative 
strategies and government intervention strategies. Among the own initiative strategies, some major 
are (i) follow up the incidents till to end (ii) publishing/broadcasting more awareness related 
news/views and events (iii) focus investigative news (iv) promote domestic values and culture (v) 
promote religious values (vi) development of professionalism (vii) decent presentation of women 
in the mass media (viii) development of perception, and (ix) publishing more VAW related laws and 
punishment. Among the government side strategies, some are: (i) asking all media to 
publish/broadcast more VAW related awareness news/views and events (ii) ensuring safe feeling 
about digital security act (iii) introducing national media award for media personnel (iv) 
incorporating provision in the license rules of all media for compulsory training certificate from the 
NIMC or competent authority and (v) empower the NIMC through more capacity building.  
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Chapter I 

Introduction 

Background of the Study 

Violence against women (VAW) is a global issue experienced by societies in developed and 

developing countries alike. Many women are anxious about their safety and suffering, not 

only from the immediate harms of violence, but also their rights for access to financial and 

other resources, and to make decisions about their own lives. So, it has been an issue of 

concern all over the world. It is also an issue of concern in Bangladesh. The heinous acts 

of crime are mainly perpetrated against women in the form of physical, sexual, 

psychological or social abuse. These violent acts are so alarmingly prevalent. Bangladesh 

has a high rate of VAW that continues to create barriers to bring quality among man 

and woman as well as development of the country(Rahman, 2019). According to World 

Health Organization (WHO), 1 out of 3 or approximately 35 percent of women have 

experienced some sort of physical or sexual abuse from intimate or non-partner 

violence at some point of their life (WHO, 2017). In many cases, husbands or other family 

members are the perpetrators of VAW, and the effects are not only on the women 

themselves, but also their children, family and society as a whole.  

Violence against women is happened openly in public transports in the country. Oishi 

states that 94 percent women who avail public transports are the victims of verbal, 

physical or other sexual harassment in Bangladesh(Oishi, 2022). In November 2021, 

female students of Badrunnessa College, Dhaka, and Chottogram are harassed by the 

helpers of bus drivers. Referring to a survey report, Akhtar reports that about 82 percent 

women are sexually harassed at the public gathering places in the country. The survey 

report identifies five areas—family surrounding, workplace, educational institution, 

online platform and public gathering place—where women are harassed frequently in 

the country. It is revealed that about 56 percent women are sexually harassed at the 

workplaces (Akhtar, 2021). According to another report of the Police Cyber Support for 

Women Service (PCSWS), as many as 17280 women victims lodged complaints between 

November 2020 and October 2021 to get police support for their different types of 

harassments in the country (Correspondent, 2021). The report reveals that 58 percent 

of the victims are belonged to 18 to 24-year age-group while it is 20 percent of the age-

group of 25 to 30 years. It is also revealed that 64 percent of the victims are from Dhaka.  

Anika, referring to a report, reveals that about 94 percent women are harassed verbally, 
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physically or sexually during moving in public transportation in the country(Anika, 

2021).   

However, violence against women has also been on the rise in Bangladesh amidst the 

pandemic COVID-19 situation. According to Ain O Salish Kendra (ASK), rape incidents 

against women and case of violence against women and children rose by about 32 

percent in only six months amid the COVID-19 pandemic in the country. Between April 

and September 2020, as many as 718 women were raped and 872 incidents of VAW and 

children took place in the country. In addition, from January to June 2020, there were 

601 cases of rape (increasing from 76 in April to 94 in May and 174 in June), 107 deaths 

of women due to domestic abuse, and 103 sexual abuse cases leading to 9 suicides. It is 

also very likely that the number of cases are actually much higher owing to women’s 

restricted mobility in the lockdown, which means many women may not be able to 

report such cases of violence.  (ASK, 2020).   Another study by Bangladesh Peace 

Observatory in Dhaka University showed a 10 percent increase in dowry and domestic-

related violence between March 26 and May 31 (72 days) compared to the previous 72 

days.  According to data from BRAC’s 408 legal aid clinics, the number of violent 

incidents against women has increased by 69 percent. The following table 1 shows the 

percentage changes in different types of violence (including against women). 

Table 1 Types of Violence Against Women (2019 and 2020 Comparison) 
 

 2019 2020   

Type of Violence March April Total March April Total Change (%)   

Human Right Violations 111 228 339 215 363 578 71% 
 

Violence against Women 

and Children 
97 198 295 178 268 446 51% 

 

Violence Against Women 

and Girls 
93 162 259 172 259 431 69% 

 

Source: BRAC 

 

The foregoing discussions make it clear that It is a matter of great concern in Bangladesh, 

and there is an urgent need to address the issue, which impacts on public health and creates 

stress on the society and economy. Therefore, it is very important area of research and the 

National Institute of Mass Communication (NIMC) has rightly identified the issue for 

conducting research work.   
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Problem Statement 

Development of a country depends on many factors. Among many others, equal 

development of both men and women is very essential. Our National Poet Kazi Nazrul Islam 

has rightly uttered that women have contributed half of all development. So, ignoring 

women or suppressing them, development cannot be achieved. Contribution of women 

should rightly be acknowledged and they should be given due honor and status in the 

society for their contribution. But what do we see? Women are the victims of various types 

of violence rather than becoming the development partners in the society. The 

phenomenon prevails all over the world. In developing countries like Bangladesh, the 

phenomenon is acute and is increasing in many contexts. They are kept in suppressed in 

many forms, abusing physical and sexual harassment, mental and emotional tortures and 

so forth.   

According to the ASK’s statistics, during the six months of the pandemic COVID-19, 156 

women fell victim to rape attempts, 31 were killed after rape, 141 were murdered by their 

husbands and 115 other were sexually harassed(ASK, 2020). Police Cyber Support for 

Women Service (PCSWS) also observes increase of different types of violence against 

women in the country (Correspondent, 2021). However, experts identified some factors 

that are responsible for such VAW. The factors include: joblessness, a long homestay, loan, 

economic uncertainties, lack of recreation. Moreover, it is a sing of moral degradation 

against rise of VAW in the pandemic COVID-19 situation.  The incidents of Dhaka 

University female student, Sylhet MC College, Begumganj of Noakhali and other parts 

of the country appeared serious issue, among many others, in the national development 

agenda. Despite many initiatives undertaken by the government, why such types of 

incidents or violence against women are on rise? Why criminals or the accused are so 

crazy of doing such heinous acts? The Government hasalready enacted `Women and 

Children Repression Prevention Act (Amendment) 2020 in a bid to ensure death penalty 

for rape case(BSS, 2020). 

Therefore, it is evident that efforts from the government side is not enough to contain 

violence against women in the country. It is needed concerted efforts from different groups 

and agencies. Among many others, the mass media can play a vital role and influence to 

prevent VAW in Bangladesh 

The rationale of the study 

Women can play vital role along with their maternal responsibilities if they are given due 

space in the society. We all know about Begum Rokeya Shakhawat, Nurjahan Begum, Editor 

of Begum, Poet Sufia Kamal for their great contribution in different sectors. Sheikh 

Fazilatunnessa Mujib behind the scene contributed a lot and inspired our father of the 
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Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman to lead every movement for the greater 

interest of the country that ultimately brings an independent nation in the global map. The 

present Prime Minister of Bangladesh Sheikh Hasina, Speaker of the national parliament, 

ministers and members of parliament (MPs) are also playing very active role to lead the 

country towards development. So, no one can ignore their contribution to build a nation 

like Bangladesh. In Public Administration, a number of women are leading ministries as full-

fledge secretary and some others are also leading as head of the Institutions such as 

National Institute of Mass Communication (NIMC). So, women should not be ignored in the 

society. They should be treated as human being as well as member like a man in the society. 

They should be given due space to play their roles in building the country.  

But the gloomy scenario against women often creates barrier to national development. 

According to a report of the United Nations Population Fund, a 20 percent rise in domestic 

and sexual violence during the pandemic (UNFPA, 2020). Rapes and sexual assaults 

continue even during the pandemic, both inside and outside the home in Bangladesh. 

According to a survey conducted by a human rights organization, as many as 4,622 women 

were mentally tortured, 1,839 women were physically abused, 203 sexually abused in the 

pandemic COVID-19 in the country. The survey brought 38,125 women under investigation 

in 53 out of 64 districts in Bangladesh (Manusher Jonno Foundation, 2020). So, violence 

against women should be stopped.    

The present Government has undertaken various steps to ensure women and children 

development in Bangladesh. Moreover, the global agenda-2030 known as Sustainable 

Development Goal (SDG) framework highlights the importance of tracking and eliminating 

VAW. The Government is also committed to attaining the Sustainable Development Goal 

(SDG) of gender equality and empowering women as well as implementing the Convention 

on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) and the Beijing 

Platform for Action. Moreover, the government has already taken many initiatives, 

including Acts and policies for women development for the sake of national development. 

To implement these, efforts from the government side are not enough. Along with the 

efforts from other groups, attitude of men should also be changed towards women. 

Women should be treated as members of the society and given due honor and space to 

play their creative role in building the nation.  

Among many other actors and groups, the mass media can play a leading role in the society 

to fight against violence against women. As media is considered as the eye, ear and limbs 

of the society, they could help a great deal in mitigating violence against women. Now 

questions arise: is the mass media of Bangladesh playing its due role to prevent violence 

against women in the country? What types of role can they play to prevent violence against 
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women? What kinds of actions can they take to stop violence against women in the 

country? What is the strategy of mass media to prevent violence against women in the 

country? To get answers of these queries, therefore, it is justified that it is very imperative 

to conduct research on the role and influence of mass media to prevent violence against 

women in the context of Bangladesh. 

Literature Review 

Violence against women is a common phenomenon all over the world. It happens in 

different forms in different places globally. Bangladesh is not out of this purview. Violence 

against women also happens in Bangladesh and it is on rise even in the pandemic COVID-

19 situation. Academics, researchers, policy makers, development activists are very 

concern about it. Therefore, a huge numbers of literatures are found in this field. Among 

them, some are stated below.  

Human Rights Watch published a report titled “I Sleep in My Won Deathbed’’ Violence 

against Women and Girls in Bangladesh: Barriers to Legal Recourse and Support’ in October 

2020. (Human Rights Watch, 2020). The report discusses about governance responses to 

VAW and girls, social pressure, lack of services for survivors of gender-based violence, how 

the country’s justice system falls women, international law and so forth. The report also 

describes poor enforcement of laws, VAW and girls in the COVID-19 pandemic, failure in 

accountability and institutional barriers. However, `the report reveals that over 70 percent 

of married women or girls in Bangladesh have faces some form of intimate partners abuse; 

about half of whom say their partners have physically assaulted them. Referring to ASK 

report, it also reveals that at least 235 women were murdered by their husband or his family 

in just the first nine months of 2020.’   

Ain O Shalish Kendra also published a report on violence against women in the pandemic 

COVID-19 period. Referring to the previous records and a comparison of different period 

regarding VAW issues, the report states that rape incident against women and cases of 

violence against women and children rose by 32 percent in only six months (April to 

September) during the COVID-19 pandemic situation in the country (ASK, 2020).   

Action Aid Bangladesh and Jatiyo Nari Nirjaton Protirodh Forum jointly conducted a 

research on `Spotlight on Violence Against Women in Bangladesh: Trends and Solution’ 

(2020). The research report reveals that around 66 percent women have been victims of 

domestic violence and about 73 percent of them have never disclosed their experience to 

others. The researchers also put some ways out to prevent VAW in the country.   

In its report, a human rights organization named `Manusher Jonno Foundation (MJF) 

estimated that around 11323 women and 2171 children have experienced domestic 

violence in the country during the COVID-19 situation (Manusher Jonno Foundation, 2020). 
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Sifat reveals the sexual violence scenario during the COVID-19 pandemic situation in 

Bangladesh. The researcher discusses the impacts of sexual violence on women. The author 

also puts some recommendations to prevent this rising pattern of sexual violence against 

women in Bangladesh     (Sifat, 2020).  

Arif and her associates observe that the COVID-19 pandemic not only affects the physical 

health of people but also other aspects of their social life—ultimately resulting in mental 

health issue and domestic violence. They observe that the role of electronic media is very 

significant in increasing public awareness about domestic violence. Social media could also 

be used as a platform to disseminate domestic violence related information to the 

masses(Arif, Islam, & Mia, 2020).  

Khandaker Farzana Rahman in her study focuses on domestic violence in Bangladesh. She 

studied it in the context of criminological perspective(Rahman, 2019). Referring to the 

different statistics related to domestic violence in Bangladesh, she sees that a significant 

number of laws and regulations have been implemented in the country to address 

domestic abuse and inequality. Despite these legal and regulatory protections violence 

against women is still continuing in the country, she observes.  

According to an Australia based newspaper reports titled `Media’s Powerful Role in Ending 

Violence Against Women’, the media has a powerful role in exposing violence against 

women, shaping national conversation and shifting policy. The report state, “By the media 

portraying violence against women in a different way, going past the statistics, and really 

looking at the drivers… it’s certainly going to influence policy, it’s going to influence 

behaviour and it’s going to influence how we see violence against women. The media are a 

very, very powerful player in really getting this message across and leading that 

conversation (Cooper, 2016)” 

After reviewing of the abovementioned literatures, it is revealed that there has been much 

work done on the causes and impacts of violence against women from different 

perspectives and also most of the literatures are related to different types of violence 

against women. No significant work in Bangladesh has been done on the role and influence 

of mass media to prevent violence against women. So, it motivates the researcher to 

conduct a research on exploring the strategy of mass media to prevent violence against 

women in Bangladesh. 

Research objectives 

The general objective of this proposed study is to know the role and influence of the mass 

media to prevent violence against women in Bangladesh. The general objective is 

supported by some specific objectives that include:  
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 To explore the strategy of mass media to prevent violence against women in 

Bangladesh; 

 To evaluate the role of mass media of Bangladesh to prevent violence against 

women in the country; and  

 To understand the influences that can be taken by the mass media to reduce 

violence against women in the country.  

Research questions 

The proposed study puts some research questions to understand the role and influence of 

the mass media to prevent violence against women in Bangladesh. The research questions 

include:  

 Is the mass media of Bangladesh playing its due role to prevent violence against 

women in the country? 

 To what extent the existing activities of mass media are effective to reduce 

violence against women?    

 What types of role can they play to prevent violence against women?  

 What is the strategy of mass media to prevent violence against women in 

Bangladesh?  

Ethical issues 

Some common ethical principles are followed in research works. These include: (a) obtain 

consent from potential research participants; (b) minimize the risk of harm to participants; 

(c) protect participants’ anonymity and confidentiality; (d) avoid using deceptive practices; 

and (e) give participants the right to refrain any time from participation. These common 

principles have been followed in this study. 

Limitations of the study 

To conduct this type of research it would be needed more time, but it was not possible in 

this research. So, time-bound was one of the major limitations of this research. Selecting 

the sample size was another issue of limitations. Due to time and resource constraints, it 

was not possible to cover wide range of respondents. The collection of data during the 

pandemic COVID-19 was another challenge to conduct this study. However, it is a matter 

of fact that the representative parts of the sample from the vast population might be 

considered as not representative, but it is believed that it would provide opportunities new 

horizon for future research. 

Chapter plan 

The background of the study of role of the mass media has been included in the 

introductory chapter. In addition, literature review, objectives and research questions have 

also been included in this chapter.  In chapter two, methodology is presented here. In 
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chapter three, conceptual issues and conceptual framework is discussed. In chapter four, 

data have been presented and analysis has also been placed here. In chapter five, the 

conclusion and recommendations are put here. Moreover, references and appendixes have 

been added in the last part of the study report.   

Conclusion 

In the present context, mass media is playing a very important role all over the world to 

promote awareness among mass people. It also makes influence to take policy decisions 

for the betterment of society.  

However, the next chapter will cover the methodology part of this report.  
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Chapter II 

Methodology 

This section presents the methodology issues adopted in this study. Details have been 

discussed in the following sections.   

Research Methodology 

Study method 

Basically it is a qualitative nature of research. The proposed study would explore the role 

and influence of the mass media to prevent violence against women in the context of 

Bangladesh. Therefore, the study was an exploratory and explanatory one. Despite 

following the qualitative nature of inquiry, the study also touched the quantitative 

phenomenon in collecting data from the field level to make it more reliable and validated 

one.  So, a mixed method research approach was followed and it is deemed very rationale 

to conduct this proposed study. The mixed method research approach is more likely to add 

value by increasing validity in the findings and assisting with knowledge creation (McKim, 

2017).  

Study area 

Since the study investigated the strategy of the mass media to prevent violence against 

women in Bangladesh, it was considered very logically to select Dhaka city as the study 

area. Dhaka is the capital city and most of the media is published or operated from here. 

Besides, Chottogram, Rajshahi and Khulna divisions were also selected to know and 

understand the local perception regarding the role of media to prevent violence against 

women in the country.The selection of other divisions makes it a representative as well.  

Study population  

As the study explores the strategy of mass media regarding to end violence against women, 

the media houses were brought under investigation. So, the media houses were considered 

as the unit of analysis. On the other hand, the media houses itself cannot speak and hence, 

journalists were considered as population of this research work.  

Sampling  

Sampling is very important for doing research work. So, selection of sampling method is 

also important. As this study explored the strategy of mass media to prevent violence 

against women, the simple random sampling technique was followed to select the 

respondents and also to meet the requirements of the study. 

It is well known that journalists working with different media houses are the members of 

either the National Press Club (NPC) or the Dhaka Reporters’ Unity (DRU). It is learnt that 

there are as many as 830 journalists as members of the National Press Club and about 1800 
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journalists as members of the Dhaka Reporters’ Unity respectively. So, the sample size was 

determined using the following statistical formula:  

       n =  
�

�����
 

Here,  n= required sample size  

N= Population size 

d= margin of error (95% confidence level)  
 

So, the sample size would be 347 from Dhaka city. However, as many as 45 journalists (15 

from each division) from Rajshahi, Khulna and Chottogram divisionswere also selected 

following the simple random sampling technique. In addition, 15individuals were 

interviewed as the key informant interviewee (KII). Moreover, three focus group 

discussions (FGD) sessions were conducted for this study. As many as seven persons were 

included in each FGD. Therefore, the total sample size was 428. The following table-2 shows 

the sample size and its technique at a glance.  

Table 2Sample size & sampling technique 

 Dhaka Rajshahi Khulna Chottogram Sampling 
technique 

Questionnaire survey 347 15 15 15 Simple Random  

KII 15 Purposive  

FGD  
(Newspaper readers 
or  TV & Radio Fans)  

 

7 
 

7  
 

7 Purposive 

Total respondents   
 

428  

 

However, the list of respondents of different categories and data collection tools has been 

shown in the Appendix-I. 

Data collection method and data sources 

As data were collected from different sources, a number of data collection methods which 

were suitable with qualitative research approach, i.e. Key Informant Interview (KII), Focus 

Group Discussions (FGDs), structured and non-structured questionnaire survey were 

followed to conduct the study. 

Both primary and secondary sources were considered for data collection. Journalists are 

considered as the main source of data. Primary data from the journalists was collected by 

administering questionnaires from the field levels. A structured and non-structured 

questionnaire with scale variables measurement items were designed and administered 

among the respondents for primary data collection. Besides, KII and FGD sessions were 

conducted for collecting data from primary sources. Secondary data were gathered from 

different sources such as books, reports, national and international documents, journal 
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articles, newspaper reports, website reports, and so forth. Policies of the Government of 

Bangladesh were also be reviewed for this purpose.  

As this study is an explanatory and confirmatory in nature, a major portion of primary data 

wascollected through the questionnaire survey. According to the study conceptual 

framework and literature review, a number of questionnaire items wereused.  

The following figure provides the data collection methods and sources at a glance.  
 

Figure 1 At a glance:  Data collection methods and sources 
 

 

Data analysis plan 

As a means of thematic analysis, questionnaire survey, interviews and FGD data were 

categorized into different sub-themes under the main theme and then it was analyzed for 

meaning. For data processing and analyzing, thematic and conversational analysis 

techniques were adopted. Themes are abstract constructs identified by researchers before, 

during and after data collection. Many themes were identified during the literature review, 

as well as while conducting the fieldwork and collecting the field data. Themes were 

constructed with general themes arising from reading the literature and sub-themes arising 

through the progression of the study (Lincoin & Denzin 2005). 

However, different types of computer software such as MS Word, MS Excel, SPSS were used 

for processing and analyzing data and where applicable, these were presented in different 

forms like a pie chart, bar chart, table, figure and so on in the report. 
 

Conclusion 

The number of mass media is increasing day by day in the country. For this, mass media-

related different institutions and organizations are also following different techniques to 

meet their needs in the changing scenario, upholding social, economic, and cultural 

phenomenon of the country.   

However, the following chapter three discusses theoretical issues.  

  

Data Soruces

Primary source 

KII FGD Q.survey 

Secondary source 

Review of related 
literatures (Book, articles, 
natioal & international 
reports, websites, etc.
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Chapter III 

Theoretical Framework: Conceptual Issues and Conceptual Framework 
 

Violence against women (VAW) 

Violence against women (VAW) is a global phenomenon in both developed and developing 

countries. Many women suffer from controlling behaviors, physical, economic, emotional 

and sexual violence, causing physical and mental harm. The United Nations General 

Assembly (UNGA) called upon member countries to establish systems for data collection 

and analysis of national VAW indicators and other methodological standards.  

Violence against women has many forms including physical aggression or threats, sexual 

abuse, emotional abuse, controlling or domineering, intimidation, stalking, passive or 

covert abuse, and economic deprivations(Khan, et al., 2017). However, some major forms 

VAW are discussed below.  

Domestic violence:  Awareness, perception and documentation of domestic violence differ 

from country to country and from area to area. Estimates are that only about third of cases 

of domestic violence are actually reported in the United States and United 

Kingdom(Dutton, 1994). According to the Center for Disease Control (CDC), domestic 

violence is a serious, preventable public health problem affecting more than 32 million 

Americans or over 10% of the U.S population(Tjaden & Theonmes, 2000). Beating wives by 

husband has been common in all culture perhaps in all times. Bangladesh seems to be no 

exception(Kritof & WuDunn, 2009). Newspaper reports in the country clearly indicate that 

the prevalence of Violence against Women is very high. National data on the general 

population do not exist. As of now, the estimate of the prevalence of physical Violence 

against Women by husbands in Bangladesh varies between 30% and 50%. Despite the 

seriousness of the problem in terms of violation of human rights and public health 

consequences, there is a lack of depth of knowledge on the extent, nature and the context 

of Violence against Women in Bangladesh(Khan, et al., 2017). 

Domestic violence has many forms including physical aggression that include: hitting, 

kicking, beating, bitting, shoving, restraining, slapping, throwing objects and so on. Sexual 

abuse and emotional abuse are also treated as domestic violence.  

However, the United Nations (UN, 2014) and World Health Organization (WHO) have 

defined and categorized violence using some guidelines (EIIsberg & Heise, 2005). The 

international organizations have categorized violence as (i) Physical violence (ii) Sexual 

violence (iii) Economic violence (iv) Controlling behaviour (v) Emotional violence (GoB, 

2016).  
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 Physical violence: physical violence characterized byslapped, punched or threw 

something, pushed, shoved or pulled hair, kicked, dragged, beat up, burnt, 

threatened with a gun, knife or any other weapon.  

 Sexual violence: it is characterized by sexual intercourse with husband against 

wife’s will, sexual intercourse with husband against will in fear of future torture 

and any unusual sexual behaviour which seems degrading or humiliating.  

 Economic violence: it is characterized by refusal to give enough money for 

husband expenses, even though he has money for other things; refusal to provide 

regular pocket money.  

 Controlling behaviour:  It is characterized by trying to restrict from the company 

of friends, restricting from going parental house, ignoring feelings and opinions 

without caring or thinking priorities, bearing always suspicious mind, and so on.  

 Emotional violence: it is characterized by insulting in a manner by which one felt 

humiliation or bad, humiliating in front of other people, doing anything by 

husband to scare or intimidate.  

Violence at workplace: it is also a common phenomenon all over the world. In Bangladesh, 

working women are abused by their male colleagues at their workplace. Few women 

disclose it, fearing further physical, sexual and mental harassment in her workplace. They 

also kept it hidden fearing social criticism.   

Rape: In recent time, the incidents of rape have been on rise in the country. Several reports 

already mentioned in different parts of this report reveal that it is also creasing even in the 

pandemic COVID-19 in the country. However, the matter of great alarming is the `gang 

rape’. The incident of Sylhet MC college is one of the examples in the country.     

Eve-teasing: although it is a recent phenomenon in the country, it is creasing day by day. 

Newspaper reports often reveal that father, mother, brother and relatives are beaten 

openly and even beaten to death by the eve-teaser.Even, the elected union parishad (UP) 

chairman was under attacked by the eve-teasers. The newspaper report unveils it on May 

11, 2022(Prothom Alo, 2022).  

However, the following figure-2 shows the places where the violence against women are 

occurred frequently. It also presents the types of violence against women.  
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Figure 2 At a glance VAW: different forms and in different places 

 

Source: Author  

 

Therefore, it is appeared that there is an increasing trend of different forms of violence 

against women in the country. It should be stopped. Mass media can play a vital role to 

prevent the VAW in the country.  

Mass Media 

Basically, there are two types of mass media such as print media and electronic media. The 

print media covers daily newspaper, weekly magazine, fortnightly magazine, and monthly 

magazine. On the other hand, electronic media covers television and radio. In recent trend, 

online media such as social media, online news portal, online version of print and electronic 

media has also appeared as popular mass media in Bangladesh.  

Mass Media in Bangladesh 

After 1990, a rapid changed is appeared all over the world due to the phenomenon of 

globalization. Globalization demands market liberalization along with the liberalization of 

media as well. In that process, though the government of Bangladesh always heavily 

controlled the state owned radio and TV channels, in the early 90s, they gave permission 

to broadcast the satellite channels commercially (Haq, 2007).  

However, as per the disclosure of the Information Minister at the National Parliament in 

January 2018, there are 3,025 registered print media in Bangladesh and 1,191 of them are 

daily newspapers. Of the dailies, 470 are based in the capital city, Dhaka. 
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A key feature in this developing country is that newspapers are brought out in every 

administrative district. According to the statistics of the Information Ministry, it shows 

there are 267 local dailies that bring out from outside of the capital. There are some popular 

and reputed ones, being published regularly. For example, Dainik Karatoa, Dainik 

Purbokone and Dainik Puranchal are popular in the respective areas. 

Another astonishing revelation is the number of English-language dailies—as many as 32 

English-speaking newspapers are printed, and few of them from outside of the capital. The 

truth is, except few, English dailies are not in demand in Bangladesh and have a minor 

circulation. 

The number of weeklies is equally high. As many as 1,175 registered weeklies are being 

published from different places of the country. There are also several fortnightly and 

monthly print media. Nobody can say how many of them are actually bringing out today. 

Newspapers don’t disclose the actual circulation number and there is a tendency to inflate 

the number to get the benefit of becoming a subsidized newsprint and obtaining the 

government’s advertisements. So, it is very difficult to know the actual circulation of most 

of the newspapers in Bangladesh. 

According to various estimations, the total Bengali newspaper circulation is around 1.5 

million copies. Ten leading national newspapers have over 90 percent of the circulation. 

English circulation is also low, around 70,000. Like the Bengali circulation, residents of the 

capital are the buyers of English newspapers. The Daily Star is grabbing 77 percent of the 

total English circulation, according to the newspaper(Azad, 2022a).  

Around 45 television channels were permitted by the Government of Bangladesh as of 

2019, of which thirty-seven are currently on air. Five television channels, namely CSB News, 

Channel 1, Diganta Television, Islamic TV, and Channel 16, have been taken off air. 

Radio is not lagging behind and is making its presence felt in the media landscape with the 

introduction of both commercial FM and community radio stations. A country that had only 

one state-run radio station before 1999 now boasts 35 radio stations. The commercial radio 

stations are popular among youths in the major cities. These stations are airing more 

entertainment programmes than news, considering the fact that the listeners are 

interested in enjoying music and the stories related to celebrities.According to government 

sources, as of 2020, Bangladesh has 45 private television channels, 28 FM and 32 

community radio stations, 1,248 daily newspapers, and more than a hundred online news 

portals(Ali Riaz & Rahman, 2021). 

However, the prominent media outlets run by each of these publishing companies or 

companies are described here.  
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East West Media Group Limited controls KalerKantha and Bangladesh Protidin (both 

Bengali dailies), Daily Sun (English), Banglanews24.com (news portal) and News24 (TV 

station), Mediastar Limited controls ProthomAlo (leading Bengali national daily) and ABC 

Radio (24-hours news and entertainment FM radio station), Media world Limited 

controls the Daily Star (leading English national daily), Beximco Media Limited controls the 

Independent (English daily now closed) and Independent Television (24-hour news and 

current affairs TV station), Jamuna Group Limited controls Jugantor (Bengali daily) 

and Jamuna TV (24-hours news and views channel), Times Media Limited controls Daily 

Samokal (Bengali daily) and Chhanel24 (24-hour television news station), Ittefaq Group of 

Publications Limited controls Daily Ittefaq (the oldest Bengali daily) in the country and 

Mediascene Limited controls BhorerKagoj (Bengali newspaper), Daily Dinersheshe (evening 

newspaper) and Desh TV (news and entertainment TV). However, East West Media Group, 

Mediastar Limited, Mediaworld Limited, Times Media Limited and Jamuna Group are 

leading in print media publication in the country. In addition to newspapers, East West 

Media Group, Jamuna Group and Times Media Limited have their own satellite news-based 

television stations(Azad, 2022b). A recent study sponsored by the Center for Governance 

Studies (CGS) in Dhaka, reveals that 48 major news outlets are owned by 32 business 

entities. The study examined patterns of media ownership, including ties to various political 

and economic interest groups in the country(Ali Riaz & Rahman, 2021). 

However, the following figure-3 presents an overview of mass media in Bangladesh.  
 

Figure 3 At a glance: Mass media in Bangladesh 

 

Source: author 
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Social media 

The term social media means the collection of applications (Facebook, Twitter, WhatsApp, 

LinkedIn, or YouTube, etc.) and websites that link people to share information and aware 

people about any event through social networking. People belonging to different age 

groups use social media. These tools provide several ways of interaction and different 

opportunities. Users can connect with other people within seconds and share their ideas in 

different ways.  

Types of Social Media 

Social Media can be broadly divided into the following categories (Kaplan & Haenlein, 

2010): 

1. Social networking  

Social networking is an online service that enables its users to create virtual networks with 

likeminded people. It offers facilities such as chat, instant messaging, photo sharing, video 

sharing, updates, etc. The most popular are Facebook and LinkedIn.  

2. Blogs  

Blogs are descriptive content created and maintained by individual users and may contain 

text, photos, and links to other websites. The interactive feature of blogs is the ability of 

readers to leave comments and the comment trail can be followed.  

3. Microblogs  

Microblogs are similar to blogs with a typical restriction of 140 characters or less, which 

allows users to write and share content. Twitter is a microblogging site that enables its users 

to send and read ‘tweets’.  

4. Vlogs and Video Sharing sites  

Video blogs (Vlogs) are blogging sites that mainly use video as the main form of content 

supported by the text. YouTube is the world’s largest video sharing site. YouTube is a video 

live casting and video sharing site where users can view, upload, share videos, and even 

leave comments.  

5. Wikis  

Wiki is a collaborative website that allows multiple users to create and update pages on or 

interlinked subjects. While a single page is referred to as ‘wiki page’, the entire related 

content on that topic is called a ‘Wiki’. These multiple pages are linked through hyperlinks 

and allow users to interact in a complex and non- linear manner.  

6. Social Bookmarking  

These services allow one to save, organize, and manage links to various websites and 

resources around the internet. Interaction is by tagging websites and searching through 

websites bookmarked by other people. The most popular are Delicious and Stumble Upon.  
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7. Social News  

These services allow one to post various news items or links to outside articles. Interaction 

takes place by voting for the items and commenting on them. Voting is the core aspect as 

the items that get the most votes are prominently displayed. The most popular are Digg, 

Reddit, and Propeller.  

8. Media Sharing  

These services allow one to upload and share photos or videos. Interaction is by sharing 

and commenting on user submissions. The most popular are YouTube and Flickr. 

Social Media Communication in Bangladesh 

With the slogan of ‘Digital Bangladesh’ under the present Awami League Government, a 

massive online community has been established in Bangladesh where everyone is concern 

about socio-political and economic affairs. The digital platform has also created 

contemporary and progressive thoughts regarding democratizing society for equal rights. 

Thus, social media is playing a vital role in the daily life of people in the country. Social 

media has been used in different purposes in Bangladesh those can be stated as follows: 

a) Students of universities and colleges can communicate regarding their class 

schedules and allowed them to transfer course materials. They can also discuss their 

learning issues; 

b) Teachers can also use the social media platform to inform the student and share 

documents and study material. They can also take classes through using social media 

platform like Skype, Zoom, MS Team and so on; 

c) Social media can involve almost everyone for communication who are connected by 

region, school, college, university, profession or even by a common mutual friend; 

d)  Free access to huge information and ideas can open the visionary mind of the social 

media users although it has a vastly negative impact on the addicted users; 

e) Social media has become one of the popular sites of advertisement and marketing 

for business groups and companies. Entrepreneurship is developing based on social 

media websites in Bangladesh and they are choosing social media for advertising; 

f) Special days and events are also celebrated based on the social media platform by 

creating polls, events, and chatting groups; 

g) Rumors, gossips, and misinformation also spread so quickly in Bangladesh which 

creates dissonance among the mass people; and 

h) Harassments, traps, nudity, and other crimes are also incidental and accidental 

phenomena of social media nowadays. These types of activities have been occurred 

due to greedy and immoral people. 
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The Government of Bangladesh has already laws and rules regarding information and 

communication technologies (ICT) and the use of social media. On October 8, 2018, the 

Bangladesh Parliament passed the ‘Digital Security Act 2018’ where guidelines have been 

incorporated to use the digital platform in Bangladesh(GoB, 2018). However, this Act has 

widely been criticized by several scholars and journalist community as it might suppress the 

mass people(Accessnow, 2018). Some articles of the Digital Security Act-2018 especially 

articles 25, 26, 29 & 31, are described as barriers of freedom of speech(Alam, 2020). 

Mamun and Iqbal are also of the opinion of the amendment of the Digital Security Act-2018 

(Iqbal, 2020)(Mamun, 2020). Journalist Rashidul Hasan said that “the Digital Security Act 

will create insecurity for the citizen of the country”(Hasan, 2018). The government has 

issued a social media guideline for the employees also for ensuring transparency and 

accountability in the governance system through using ICT(Dhakatribune, 2016). The 

guideline has been modified in 2020 (GoB, 2020). But this kind of Act is necessary for 

stopping propaganda and misinformation over the social media platform.   

However, as this study explored the strategy of mass media to prevent violence against 

women in the context of Bangladesh, itobserved and investigated the issues which are 

covered by the mass media in the country. The primary respondents—journalists—a wide 

range from different mass media were brought under investigation to know and 

understand the strategy  and influence of the mass media to end violence against women 

in the country.        

Conceptual Framework 

It is thought that research 

without a conceptual 

framework makes it 

complicated for readers in 

discovering the scholastic 

point and the underlying 

aspects to the researcher's 

proposition. So, a 

conceptual framework is a 

configuration which the 

investigator believes can explain the natural progression of the occurrence to be 

studied(Camp, 2001). However, the conceptual framework of this study is presented in the 

following figure-4. The study is guided by these conceptual issues.   

Figure 4 Conceptual framework of the study 
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Conclusion 

Mass media can play a vital role to prevent violence against women. It can create a massive 

mass awareness against any anti-social activities in one hand and it can also put pressures 

on the policy makers to take policy decisions on the other hand.  

However, the next chapter presents the data and makes discussion on it.  
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Chapter IV 

Data Presentation, Analysis, Findings and Discussion 

This chapter presents the data collected from different sources and also made analysis 

accordingly. Along with data presentation and analysis, a discussion and findings have 

further made in this chapter.   

The study explored the strategies so far taken by the mass media in the country to prevent 

violence against women in the context of the country. The study areas and methods of the 

study have been presented at the methodology chapter of this report. For this, here, data 

collected from different sources are presented.     

Data presentation and analysis 

A total of 428 respondents were brought under this study. Among them, 392 were 

journalists who were the primary source of the study. They were selected using simple 

random sampling method. Most of them were selected from Dhaka city. They are either 

members of the National Press Club or Dhaka Reporters’ Unity (DRU). Some respondents 

have dual membership both the 

National Press Club and the DRU. As 

many as 45 journalists were selected 

following the same technique from 

three divisions—Rajshahi, Khulna and 

Chottogram—for this study as well. 

Three focus group discussion (FGD) 

sessions were conducted, 

incorporating seven members of the 

each FGD. In addition, 15 respondents, 

ranging from different categories 

including editors, experts and 

concerned with VAW were interviewed as the key informants. For the journalists, a 

questionnaire survey was conducted with structured and semi-structured questions. A set 

of checklists was followed to conduct the KII and FGD for this study. Figure-5 shows the 

numbers of respondents of different categories. However, the details of the respondents 

can be seen in the Appendix-I. 

Survey Data Presentation 

The forthcoming section presents the survey data collected from the field level for this 

study.  
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Sex ration of the respondents  

Figure-6 presents the sex ratio of the 

respondents. It shows that among the 

respondents, 8 percent of the respondents 

were female while the rest of the respondents 

were male. However, a simple random 

technique was followed to select the 

respondents from the study areas. It is 

revealed in the figure-06.  

On the other hand, most of the respondents 

represents print media followed by the 

electronic media. Representation of online 

media and news agency was also 

revealed. It is shown in the figure-7.  

Types of Media and membership of 

the respondents  

In terms of membership of the 

respondents, the figure-08 reveals that 

as many as 61 percent of the 

respondents belong to Dhaka 

Reporters’ Unity (DRU) while 9 percent 

belongs to National Press Club (NPC). As 

many as many as 18 percent of the 

respondents belongs to both National 

Press Club and Dhaka Reporters’ Unity 

(DRU). The rest of the respondents belongs 

to Rajshahi Press Club (RPC), Khulna Press 

Club (KPC) and Chottogram Press Club 

(CPC). 

However, the respondents were informed 

that they were free to put tick as answer 

or make comments in written where 

applicable. They were also informed that they can refrain from putting answer of any one 

or more questions if they wish. But they were encouraged to answer all questions for data 
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reliability. Multiple responses were gathered where applicable and data have been 

presented accordingly.  

The respondents were selected following the simple random sampling method. The sample 

size was determined following a statistical formula. It is described in the methodology 

section of this report.  
 

Reasons for increasing VAW 

There are a number of reasons for increasing the violence against women in the country. 

Many previous studies identify many reasons for increasing the VAW in the country. 

However, among the reasons, a total of 20 reasons were presented in the survey form and 

the respondents were asked to select the reasons from the list for increasing the VAW in 

the country. However, top 15 reasons are presented here. To see the list, please  

 

go to the annexure-II. However, according to the respondents, delayed in the settlement of 

cases (justice) or red tappism in the judgement procedure has been identified as one of the 

top reasons for increasing the VAW in the country. The figure-9 reveals that about 88 

percent of the respondents observe that the incidents related to VAW in the country is 

increasing day by day for the long procedure of judgement after filing a case. On the other 

hand, 77 percent of the respondents think that increasing use of drug and its availability or 

drug addiction is another reason for increasing VAW in the country. Again, about 72 percent 

of the respondents think that the incidents related to VAW are increasing due to 
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Figure 9 Top 15 reasons for increasing the VAW in Bangladesh 



38 
 

degradation of social values while about 49 percent of the respondents observe that 

indecent lifestyle is one of the causes of increasing such types of violence in the country. 

About 36 percent of the respondents think that misuse of political power is also cause of 

increasing VAW incidents in the country. Multiple responses were collected for this query.  

So, it is revealed that red tappism in the judgment procedure takes a long time, even years 

after years, to reach a final verdict in the country. Consequently, the impact of punishment 

becomes less visible in the society. Therefore, the purpose of punishment, preventing from 

committing crime or wrongdoing is not functioning effectively or the preventive theory of 

punishment is not effective in the society.   

Causes of occurring violence against women in the country 

Women are experiencing violence at different places (home, outside, street, fairs, public 

places, public transports, schools, colleges, universities). Why are they experiencing 

violence? In reply to share their opinion in this regard, about 71 percent of the 

respondents observe that free flow of internet and social media has an influence for 
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occurring of such kind of violence in the country (figure-10). On the other hand, about 62 

percent of the respondents’ identity the lack of religious knowledge/education and its 

practice for such incidents in the country. Again, about 45 percent of the respondents 

also identify the lack of moral education and its practice for such VAW in the country. 

Moral degradation of people is also one of the reasons for such VAW. About 44 percent 

of the respondents are of opinion of this factor. About 40 percent of the respondents 

identify the `not fulfilling’ of unethical desire/immoral desire especially among the 

teenage/youth, for the incident of VAW in the country. On the other hand, about 35 

percent of the respondents observe that the incidents of VAW are occurred due to the 

gap between expectations and realities in the family life. But about 29 percent of the 

respondents observe that the incidents of VAW is occurred due to lack of general social 

and moral values in the country.  About 26 percent of the respondents observe that lack 

of awareness about women safety laws/rules and regulation and its slow and/or lack of 

implementation of such laws, delayed in justice and/or red-tapism in justice can be 

identified as causes of VAW incidents in the country. 

So, it is revealed that there are a number of factors that are identified as causes of VAW 

incidents in the country. Among the factors, degradation of social, moral and religious 

values is dominant factor. It is also observed that practice of moral values, social values 

and religious education can contribute to prevent the incidents of VAW in the country.  

News items important in mass media 

The study tried to understand the importance of news items and its coverage on the mass 

media in the country. For this, a total of 13 news items were presented in the questionnaire

 

 

Figure 11 News items important in mass media 
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 survey form and the respondents were asked to rate as `very little’, ‘little’, ‘medium’, 

`much’ and `very much’ on each type of news items. They were asked to do it in items of 

coverage of the news items in the mass media. The news items include: (1) political (2) 

economic (3) children and women affairs (VAW) (4) crime news (5) education (6) diplomatic 

(7) tourism (8) corruption (9) recreation (10) environment (11) agriculture (12) current 

affairs, and (13) accident related news. However, the above three graphs reveal a mixed 

result (figure-11). Most of the respondents are of opinion that all media focus on political 

news `very much’ in terms of coverage in the mass media. Most of the respondents also 

describe that along with political news items, economic news, diplomatic news, corruption 

related news, current affairs and accidents related news are also given importance in terms 

of coverage. The graph also reveals that children and women affairs (VAW) news, crime 

news and education related news items are given as `much’ importance in terms of 

coverage in the mass media. On the other hand, news items related to tourism, recreation, 

environment and agriculture are given `medium’ importance in terms of coverage in the 

mass media in the country.   

So, the study reveals that VAW related news items are considered as next to the highest 

important news item in the mass media in the country. It denotes that such kind of news 

items are considered with due importance and it gets due coverage in the mass media.  
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Coverage status of VAW related news in mass media 

As it is revealed earlier that the news item related to VAW is given due importance, such 

kind  

 

 

 
 

 

of news items are published accordingly, appearing at the front page, last page or middle 

page or broadcast in prime news hour, non-prime news hour or in country news hour. 

However, publishing VAW related news items in the front page, last page and middle page 

depends on the types of violence, victim’s social, economic and political status, and social 

importance of the news items. The figure- 12 shows it. It is also revealed that such kind of 

news items are not published negligibly. 

So, it is revealed that VAW related news items are given due coverage based on the degree 

of violence and status of the victims. It is also revealed that if the status of victim is not 

belonged to well-off society, such kind of news is appeared in the last page and middle page 

in the mass media. In case of electronic media, it is aired in the non-prime news hour or 

country news hour.    
 

Strategies can take mass media 

What types of strategies the mass media can take to prevent VAW in Bangladesh? In reply 

to this query, the respondents describe that a numbers of strategies the mass media can 

play in the country. Among the strategies, creating public awareness/opinion, continuous 

follow-up, informing people about laws and its punishment related to VAW incidents, 

creating social awareness and follow-up till the final judgement/verdict are identified as 

major strategies. In addition, creating family awareness, helping government agencies 

through information sharing, providing information to judicial branch are also identified as 

strategies that can be followed by the mass media. However, almost 100 percent 

 On the first page/prime news   In middle page/country hour news 
 On the last page/non-prime news  Negligibly 
 Very negligibly    

Figure 12 Coverage of VAW related news in mass media 
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respondents assert that mass media can create public awareness/public opinion to prevent 

VAW in the country. Again, about 60 percent respondents observe that the mass media can 

publish/broadcast follow-up news continuously about the VAW related news items while 

about 53 percent respondents observe that the mass media can inform mass people about 

the existing VAW related laws through publishing the laws. On the other hand, the mass 

media can also adopt strategy for creating social awareness to prevent VAW in the country. 

As many as 36 percent of the respondents are of opinion of this statement. Figure-

13represents the opinions of the respondents.  

So, it is revealed that the mass media can take strategy to make mass people aware about 

the causes of VAW, its impacts on individual, family and society, about laws and punishment 

related to VAW incidents and so on. It is observed that the policy makers were compelled 

to take policy and amend existing laws to ensure punishment of the culprits in the country. 

It was happened due to the pressure from mass people and here the mass media played a 

positive role to uphold the public opinion. This is why, as creating awareness or campaign 

to create awareness is very important issue to uphold the spirit of public opinion, the mass 

media can adopt this strategy easily to contribute to prevent VAW incidents in the country. 
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Follow up status of the strategies 

The respondents think that they follow such strategies. The study reveals that about 62 

percent of the 

respondents assert they 

perform such strategy 

while about 57 percent 

of the respondents 

describe they do it 

sometimes. The figure-

14 shows it. Multiple 

responses were 

counted during collection of data from the respondents.  
 

Difficulty to follow the strategies 

Is it difficulty to play such role or to adopt such strategy? In reply to this query, a mixed 

result is revealed. The study 

reveals that about 38 percent 

of the respondents observe 

that it is difficult to adopt 

such strategy whereas about 

92 percent of the 

respondents observe that 

sometimes it becomes 

difficult when there is a 

potential threat to turn the campaign into a political movement or religious issue or 

involved the influential quarter. Multiple responses were counted for getting answer of this 

query. Multiple responses were counted for this findings (figure-15). 

Status of application of the strategies 

Despite some limitations, the mass media play such role and adopt such strategies to 

prevent VAW incidents in the country. The figure-16 shows that most of the strategies such 

as creating public opinion or awareness, social awareness, continuous follow-up and so on 

are applied. About 73 percent of the respondents are of opinion of this statement. On the 

other hand, if not possible regularly to do so, most of the mass media publish special 

page/issue on subject or issued-based at a certain day of the week or month. The electronic 

Figure 15 Whether it is difficult to adopt strategy 

Figure 14 Strategies followed by mass media 
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media also broadcast such events such as talk show and discussion on related issues in a 

certain period of 

time of a week or 

month. In case of 

follow-up, about 

36 percent of the 

respondents 

observe that over 

the time the news 

value of VAW 

related incidents is decreased, if not so 

brutal or influential cases. In that cases, coverage or final follow-up has not got importance. 

The findings of the multiple responses are shown in the figure-16. Multiple responses are 

counted here.  
 

Strategies should be adopted by mass media 

The study Figure-17shows that the mass media can adapt different techniques or strategies 

in publishing or broadcasting news items related to VAW in the country. Almost all the 

respondents (98%) describe that the mass media should play neutral role and right 

information 

avoiding bias role. 

Along with the 

neutral role, about 

64 percent of the 

respondents’ assert 

that the mass 

media can identify 

the 

limitations/barriers of the VAW related laws and publish it. On the other hand, about 63 

percent of the respondents think that follow-up with the final judgement/verdict of all 

kinds of news items related VAW should be published in the mass media. Again, about 44 

percent of the respondents observe that the mass media should not bow down their 

position under any pressure to publish news items related to VAW. However, about 22 

percent of the respondents think that the mass media can publish/broadcast different laws 

and rules related to VAW.  

Figure 17 Strategies should be adopted by mass media 

Figure 16 Status of application of strategies 
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So, it is revealed that playing neutral role, identifying barriers/limitations of VAW related 

laws and following-up VAW related news till final judgement can contribute to preventing 

VAW incidents in the country.  

General strategies practices in mass media 

In reply to a query about `what kinds of strategies or policies are practising in the mass 

media’, the study finds a mixed result. It is revealed that about 86 percent of the 

respondents observe that there is a common policy or strategy that is presently practised 

in the mass media `not to disclose the victim’s identity’ initially (figure-18). Then, the other 

strategy that is also practised in the mass media is that the news items related to VAW is 

published or broadcast based on the degree of violence. About 58 percent of the 

respondents think it. However, 

about 39 

percent of 

the 

respondents 

observe that 

such news 

items get 

treatment 

considering 

the current 

phenomenon or current context. On the other hand, about 12 percent of the respondents 

observe that there is no specific rule or specific rule is practised with regard to publishing 

news items related to VAW in the mass media in the country while about only five percent 

of the respondent assert that they do not have knowledge or information about such 

specific policy of their media. Only about three percent of the respondent think that there 

is a need of specific policy in the mass media.  

So, it is revealed that despite not having hard and fast rules and policies, the mass media 

primarily conceals the victim’s identity. Then, it follows the degree of violence to provide 

or make coverage in the mass media. It also considers the current context to 

publish/broadcast and make coverage of the news items related to VAW. However, it is 
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observed that although the name of the victim is concealed primarily, other identity such 

as name of village, school or college and other features that denote the identity indirectly 

of the victims. So, it is suggested that identity of the victims should be remained `hidden’ 

by any means.  
 

Role of electronic media related to VAW issues 

In providing information about the role of electronic media with regard to broadcasting 

VAW related news items, the study finds that the private channels play a very positive role. 

Figure-19shows that 

about 87 percent of the 

respondents thinks that 

the private channels 

play positive role to 

broadcast VAW related 

news while about 61 

percent of the 

respondents observe 

that the state-owned 

electronic channel BTV 

plays a silent role compared to the private TV channels. They observe that the management 

of the BTV may have considered it, airing the VAW related news items, as criticism of 

government or creating negative image of the government. However, about 14 percent of 

the respondents see the role of private TV channels as active and prominent in broadcasting 

the news items related to VAW.  

Therefore, it is revealed that the private electronic media play a very positive role compared 

to the government-owned electronic media in the country.  
 

Role of private electronic media related to VAW issues 

However, in providing data about the techniques/strategies adopted by the private 

channels to broadcast the news items related to VAW, the study reveals mixed findings. 

The highest number 

of the respondents 

observe that 

although the 

private electronic 

media play very active role/positive role, the TV channels aligned with the government 

closely try to be kept silent primarily in this regard or they try to broadcast such news softly 

Figure 20 Role of private electronic media in broadcasting VAW related news 

Figure 19 Role of electronic media in broadcasting VAW related news 
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and if possible, they avoid to broadcast such news items. It is shown in the figure-20. On 

the other hand, about 17 percent of the respondents think that there may be hidden 

surveillance and non-document instruction `not to broadcast’ massively that can create or 

contribute to mobilizing an anti-government movement. Only 13 percent of the 

respondents think that there may also be a hidden pressure to air such news considering 

the government image. And, about 10 percent respondents observe that the private 

channels play a very active and positive role in this regard. However, multiple responses 

were counted for gathering this data. 
 

Role of state-owned electronic media related to VAW issues 

Apart from the private TV channels, the respondents’ observation was also investigated 

about the role of the BTV and Bangladesh Betar with regard to broadcasting/airing the news 

items related to VAW. The respondents observe that the state-owned mass media play a 

soft role compared to 

their counterpart 

private media. The 

study reveals that 

about 70 percent of 

the respondents 

observe that the 

state-owned media do 

not broadcast such 

news items thinking 

that it would reveal the weakness of the government in terms of controlling the incidents 

in the country (figure-21). On the other hand, about 64 percent of the respondents think 

that the state-owned channels do not broadcast such news if possible. Again, about 57 

percent of the respondents observe that they do not broadcast such news as much as 

private channels. 
 

Role of Community 

radio/FM radio related 

to VAW issues 

Therefore, it is revealed 

that the state-owned 

electronic media is very 

much aware of the pulse of 

the government in terms of 

broadcasting news and views related to VAW in the country.  

Figure 22 Role of BTV/Bangladesh Betar in broadcasting VAW related news 

Figure 21 Role of community radio/FM radio towards VAW related issue 
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However, the study investigated the role of community radio/FM radio in terms of 

broadcasting news related to VAW. The study finds that the mass media focuses 

broadcasting awareness building programmes such as drama/play or composition rather 

than airing news related to VAW. The figure-22 presents that about 65 percent of the 

respondents observe that the community radio or FM radio prefers broadcasting 

awareness related programmes to news. The study also reveals that almost same number 

of the respondents (63%) observes that such types of mass media maintain less focus on 

news. Multiple responses were counted in collecting data in this regard.  

So, it is revealed that the community radio and FM radio plays vital role in creating 

awareness among mass people through their different awareness creating programmes in 

the country.  

However, the study explored to get the answer about a query such as what types of role 

should the community radio and FM radio play in terms of VAW in the country? In reply to 

this query, the 

respondents (56%) 

think that they 

should broadcast 

more such news as it 

covers wide as well as 

local communities. The respondents (54%) also think that it should be done considering the 

importance of the incidents related to VAW. Multiple responses were also gathered here. 

It is shown in the figure-23.  

So, it is revealed that such kinds of mass media have an impact on society. It has a scope of 

wide coverage of mass people. And, it can contribute to prevent VAW in the country 

through creating awareness among mass people.  
 

Role of online media related VAW issue 

The study also 

investigated the 

role of online 

media excepting 

social media. 

Online media 

refers here online 

news portal and 

online news agency.  However, the majority of the respondents observes that the online 

mass media play active role in terms of publishing news related to VAW. About 67 percent 

Figure 23 Role of community radio/FM radio should play 

Figure 24 Role of online media 
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of the respondents observe it (figure-24). About 46 percent of the respondents think that 

the online mass media has no limitation in terms of space/coverage. The study finds only 

about 7 percent of the respondents think that the online mass media is less interested in 

publishing such news items.  

So, it is revealed that the online mass media play a positive role in publishing news items 

related to VAW in the country. Their role is considered as active.  

Collection of VAW related news 

In terms of collecting news related to VAW, the respondents assert that they collect such 

types of news items from different sources. The major sources are police station, press 

conference by victims, research report of research institutions, office assignment, hospitals 

and so on. The figure-25 reveals that about 98 percent of the respondents’ assert that they 

collect news related to VAW from the police station followed by the press conference (96%) 

held by the victims. Again, they assert that they (91%) collect news from the research 

institutions. However, about 66 percent of the respondents’ assert that they collect such 

news when their office assigns them for it. about 33 percent of the respondents describe 

that they collect such news from hospitals. The same number of the respondents also assert 

that they cover such news when it becomes viral in the social media. About 19 percent of 

the respondents collect such news by their own initiatives.   

Figure 25 Collection of VAW related news 

 
 

Challenges faced by mass media 

Challenges faced by the mass media in publishing or broadcasting news/views related to 

VAW were investigated in the study. It is revealed that political factors and a section of 
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influential quarters are identified as the major challenges in this regard. The study finds 

that about 74 percent of the respondents’ assert that they faced political barriers in terms 

of publishing news related to VAW (figure-26). It is already mentioned earlier that use or 

misuse of political power is identified as one of the reasons for increasing the incidents 

related to VAW in the country. Apart from political factors, 79 percent of the respondents 

also assert that they faced barriers from a section of the influential quarters of the society. 

In some cases, there were administrative barriers in this regard whereas about 11 percent 

of the respondents describe that there is no challenges or barriers in publishing such kinds 

of news in the mass media in the country. 

Follow up of news related to VAW 

After publishing the news related to VAW, often follow up is considered important. This 

study investigated this issue. 

However, the multiple 

responses reveal that about 30 

percent of the respondents’ 

assert that follow up of such 

news is done whereas about 70 

percent of the respondents 

observe that it is done 

sometimes.  On the other hand, 

about 82 percent of the 

respondents observe that follow up of such news depends on the victim’s social status. The 

figure-27 reveals it. 
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So, it is revealed that social status is considered as very important factor for covering follow 

up news. It is also revealed that without news value, the mass media does not give 

importance of any news either it is VAW related or others such as economic, politics, 

environment, education, tourism, crime, current affairs and so on.  

However, about publishing/broadcasting such follow up news, the attitude of mass media 

is very positive. The study 

reveals that about 68 percent 

of the respondents observe 

that mass media is very 

positive towards 

publishing/broadcasting 

follow up news related to 

VAW. But, again, it depends 

on the victim’s social status. 

About 79 percent of the 

respondents think it (figure-28).  

So, it is again revealed that social status is very important issue in the mass media to cover 

the issue and its coverage on the media. Because, there are limitations in terms of space in 

the print media and time on the electronic media. This is why, they consider news value for 

its coverage.  

Despite different 

limitations and factors 

with regard to follow 

up news, the study 

investigated the notion 

of mass media in this 

regard. The study 

explores whether mass 

media publish the final 

follow-up news related 

to VAW. It is revealed that as many as 83 percent respondents assert that it is done 

sometimes (figure-29). On the other hand, about 49 percent respondents describe that 

they do not publish the final news related to VAW incidents due to less news value. 

However, about 33 percent respondents claim that they publish the final follow-up news 

about VAW. About six percent respondents said they do not look after the follow-up of such 

news. Only about one percent of the respondents claim they do not publish such follow-up 
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news.  So, it is revealed that publishing of the follow-up news depends on the news value. 

If it has news value, they take it accordingly and publish the follow-up news with due 

importance.  

So, it is revealed that news value carries the weight of follow up in the mass media.     

But, replying to a query whether the final 

follow up news related to VAW shouldbe 

published, almost all the respondents are 

of opinion that the final follow-up news 

should be published in all mass media in 

the country (figure-30). The respondents 

said the mass people except the victims 

forget the incidents related to VAW if it is 

not followed up continuously. So, such 

kind of news with final judgement and/or 

verdict should be published so that it can make awareness among mass people, 

contributing to prevent VAW in the country.  

 

Qualitative Data Presentation 

The forthcoming section presents the qualitative data which were collected by conducting 

key informant interviews and focus group discussions.  

Key Informant Interview (KII) 

As many as 15 key informant interviews were conducted for this study. Most of them were 

media personalities whereas some were from the categories of expert and representative 

of law enforcing agency.  

However, most of the KIs observed that the mass media can play a vital role to prevent 

violence against women in the country. For this, it is needed combine efforts from all 

corners such as government side, non-government sectors, civil society group, law 

enforcing agencies and so on and so forth. Here, the mass media can play a catalyst role to 

promote the combine efforts to stop VAW in the country.  
 

Increase incidents about VAW  

In reply to the query, `why the incidents related to VAW are increasing day by day in the 

country,’ most of the KIs observe that there are many factors for increasing the incidents 

related to VAW in the country. Among the factors, the major factors include: degradation 

of moral values, social values, poverty, unethical behaviour, political phenomenon, 

availability of various kinds of drugs, delayed in justice, influence of social media and so on. 
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Some of the KIs observe that in many cases some mass media present women as 

`commercial commodity’ which later leads to unexpected incidents like VAW. On the other 

hand, some of the KIs observe that lack of religious practice in personal life and social life is 

another reason for increasing VAW incident in the country. `Practice of religious values in 

individual and social life can prevent VAW in the country’, the KI observe. 

Another KI observe that  

`we do not study religious and moral education in practical life when it is needed. 
Students are compelled to study religion and moral education up to secondary 
school level. At this time, students study it for getting marks only not for practice in 
their real life. After secondary level, there is no formal moral education system at 
the educational institutions in the country. So, due to a lack of such moral education, 
the incidents related to VAW are increasing day by day with different forms in the 
country. Formal moral and religious education and its practice is very important to 
prevent VAW in the country.’ 

 
Another KI think that 

`a section of girls in the name of freedom visit some so called `star hotels’ and it is 
caused for such incidents related to VAW in the country’.  

 
Some other KIs observe that  

`the social position of women and girls has deviated in the name of so called 
freedom which later in many cases appears causes of VAW and girls in the country. 
On the other hand, delayed in justice related to VAW can be considered as another 
reason for such unpleasant incidents in the country.’  

 
The survey data also support the qualitative data.  

Role of mass media  

Role of media to prevent VAW is always positive in the country. The KIs observe that all 

types of media such as print media, electronic media (TV/Radio), online media (online 

version of print media/online news portal/news agency) and social media has its special 

importance in their respective areas to promote the campaign to stop VAW in the country. 

For example, print media can continue follow up for a particular incident for long time even 

for the last judgement of the incident. Electronic media such as TV can promote rapid mass 

awareness among the general people about a particular incident whereas the online and 

social media can pick a very sensitive issue into the front line which was out of reach of the 

mainstream media houses. The mass media can put pressure on the policy makers to take 

necessary policy decisions. For example, the government has made amendment in the 

`Women and Children Repression Prevention Act 2000, incorporating death penalty in the 

case of rape. 
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Almost all the KIs observe that  

`it is the mass media that can now make influence very much to the policy makers 
to take new policy decisions, revise previous decisions and so on. Despite many 
limitations, the mass media still is playing a vital role in the country.’ 

 
They also observe that the mass media can create awareness very much about different 

issues in the country. Awareness is very important factor to prevent violence against 

women in the country. 

Electronic media 

In this study, electronic media refers to both government-owned BTV and private TV 

channels in the country. As it is revealed in the survey data that the private channels are 

playing very positive role to prevent VAW in the country. On the other hand, most of the 

KIs observe that the state-owned TV channel focuses on broadcasting development news 

of the government. The state-owned TV channel can also play very positive role as the 

private channels play. One of the KIs observe that 

`The government has introduced many `hot numbers’ such as `999’. People are 
getting very positive services by calling the `999’. After calling this number, police 
personnel and related government high officials rushed to the spots instantly and 
stopped many early child marriage incidents. There are many evidences of such 
kinds actions. BTV can broadcast such type of positive news and arrange other 
programmes. This will uphold the image of the government, not negative image of 
the government. Consequently, the bad image of BTV will disappear. Bangladesh 
Betar can also broadcast such news and can arrange other programmes as well.’ 

 

Most of the KIs observe that the private TV channels face a tough competition. They try to 

focus the news which has much news value to mass people. Consequently, they also 

underscore on professionalism. In private channels, there is no job security. On the other 

hand, there is a lack of professionalism and skilled journalists in the state-owned TV 

channels. One of the KIs observe that  

‘there is a lack of good reporters in BTV. There is also a lack of skills to make an 
investigative news item. In many cases, many are recruited in the BTV by 
recommending ministers or such other influential individuals. Consequently, they do 
job like other government offices’.  

 

Challenges of media  

About challenges, some of the KIs think that there is no challenge in publishing and 

broadcasting news related to prevent VAW in the country. Again some other KIs observe 

that there is a hidden censorship on publishing and broadcasting news related to the VAW. 

Because, it is a very sensitive issue. If the issues are published massively, it can create a 

social movement which can be turned into a political movement, leading to an anti-
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government movement. For example, a Dhaka University student was raped in Kurmitola, 

Dhaka that led the university students all over the country and other organizations to burst 

in protests. Some of the KIs observe that  

`If such protest continues and the mass media also support continuously, covering 
massively and airing on the TV prime news and arrange talk show and other 
programmes, it may lead to anti-government movement in the country. Under such 
circumstances, mass media face various challenges such as hidden pressure from 
the government side, censorship on publishing news and views, and so on.’  
 

One of the KIs observe that there is no big challenge to publish such news. Just `we have to 

careful about the issues so that it cannot turn into anti-government movement’. He 

observes that  

`mass media now enjoy very freedom in terms of using `words, language, pictures, 
cartoons and so on. During the Ershad regime, the media workers/journalists 
cannot write the word ̀ cocktail, bomb’ in the print media. Consequently, they follow 
different techniques to refers the cocktail and bomb. Nowadays, the mass media 
are free from such embargo from the government side.’ 

 
On the other hand, almost all the media related KIs think that they fear about some 

Acts, especially the Digital Security Act 2018.They observe that most of the 

journalists who went to jail-custody faced cases under this Act. This Act often 

prevents them to go forward, they assert.  
 

Role of community radio/FM radio 

Most of the KIs observe that community radio and FM radio has a wider audience in the 

country. Such type of mass media can play very positive role to create awareness among 

the mass people across the country. A community radio covers a specific area. It broadcasts 

many programmes in local language which cannot Bangladesh Betar. Bangladesh Betar is a 

national institution. There is an obligation to maintain national standard. But the regional 

stations can broadcast programmes in local language. However, community radio and FM 

radio prefers different programmes and other events rather than news. One of the KIs think 

that 
 

`such type of mass media can contribute a lot to prevent violence against women 
incidents in the country through creating awareness, airing different punishment 
related news and views, as well as laws related to VAW in the country.’ 
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Role of online media and social media  

Nowadays, online media is getting popularity in the country. News published on the online 

mass media spreads rapidly through different social media in the country. Some of the KIs 

observe that  

‘most of the online news portals and news agencies depend on social media to 
spread their news to the mass people. As most of the mobile phone users have 
account of Facebook and other social media, they get latest news instantly. For this, 
the mainstream print media have also launched their online version. The electronic 
media have also social media account. The mass media are in completion to reach 
their news first to mass people.’  

 

In many cases, social media alongside the mainstream mass media can play very positive 

role to prevent violence against women. But in some cases, it misleads and spreads 

misinformation in the country which creates panic among mass people, most of the KIs 

observe.  

Lack of effectiveness of government agencies  

Some of the KIs think that the mass media related government agencies such PIB, PID, Press 

council cannot play their effective role. One of the KIs observe that 
 

‘they do not have any communication with these government institutions. But there 
should be a close contact between the government agencies and mass media. The 
government agencies can sit sometimes with the media houses and journalists. They 
can provide suggestions on different issues, including VAW issue. They can ask the 
media house to publish/broadcast news and views as well as awareness related 
programmes that can contribute to prevent the incidents related to VAW in the 
country. They can even impose to do so. All impose is not always negative, it may 
be positive as well.’  
 

Presentation of women  

Most of the KIs observe that in many cases women are presented as commercial 

commodity in the mass media. Misuse of technology and social media can be held 

responsible for such presentation. So, the presentation of women and girls should be more 

decent. For this, right persons should be placed in the right place. Most of the KIs think that 

the media personnel should care of the dignity of women and girls during presentation in 

the mass media. Always commercial attitudes should be avoided. One of the KIs observe 

that  
 

‘for some activities of some so called women leaders and models, a negative image 
is creating and it brings impacts on other women and girls in the society. So, the 
women leaders and models should be more careful about their activities. Their 
lifestyle, their behaviour, their activities should be decent so that these can be 
followed. It would contribute to prevent the incidents related to VAW in the 
country.’ 

 



57 
 

Ownership of mass media  

Ownership is of mass media is very important issue in terms of following editorial policy. 

Almost all the KIs observe there is a deviation in term of ownership of mass media in the 

recent past time. Now most of the influential media are controlled by a group of corporate 

houses. Consequently, it brings impacts on editorial policies. The recent phenomenon is to 

become editors of the mass media by the owners, despite not being a professional 

journalist. In some cases, family members of the corporate houses also become editors of 

the mass media in the country. However, almost all the KIs observe that the media houses 

protect the interest of the financing corporate house. One of the KIs describes that  

`There are many reasons to be alarmed by the intersection of business, politics, and 
media in Bangladesh. Media owners’ significant presence in banks and financial 
institutions, the insurance industry, energy, and real estate, is especially worrying. 
They use their influence on the outlets they own to promote their business interests, 
advance their political interests, and make favor with powerful politicians rather 
than protecting the interest of mass people in the country.’ 

 
Some of the KIs observe that some politicians are also owner of some mass media houses. 

Such types of ownership will protect the interest of the owners not for the general people’s 

interest.  
 

Nexus between politicians and influential  

Some of the KIs observe that there is a nexus between different groups such as politicians 

and influential individuals. It is already mentioned in the survey part that misuse of political 

power is one the top reasons for VAW in the country. After committing such VAW incidents, 

the political factors and actors as well as influential individuals become active to blame the 

victim as `bad women/girls’ instead of fair judgement. Sometimes, the victims are 

compelled to withdraw cases if filed. One of the KIs observes that 

‘we have nothing to do except publishing news related to VAW in the country. we 
cannot publish news related to VAW if any case is filed with a police station. We 
cannot publish such news if the victims make a press conference. Sometimes, it is 
observed that some members of law enforcing agencies, in many cases ,involved in 
such incidents and make influence over the victims to sit with the accused 
individuals and settle the issues, instead of bringing the accused under trial.’ 

 

Overall observation  

The KIs observe that the number of mass media is increasing day by day but the quality has 

not increased accordingly. The online media is getting popularity along with the electronic 

media in the country. Competition among the mass media has also increased. But 

professionalism has decreased. The investigative news items have decreased in the mass 

media. Commitment of mass media to mass people has also dwindled. The mass media is 
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now controlled by business corporate houses. Consequently, non-professional individuals 

become editors of the mass media. As a result, editorial policy is devoted to protect the 

interest of the financing authority rather than common people’s interest. The KIs also 

observe that although the mass media is enjoying freedom, they are under threat of the 

Digital Security Act. Because, most of the cases after enacting the law were against the 

journalists in the country. And, the cases were filed by the individuals aligned with the ruling 

political party, they claimed. 

Despite such limitations, the mass media is playing a vital role to prevent violence against 

women in the country. They are contributing to create awareness among the mass people 

across the country. They are putting pressure continuously on the government and policy 

makers to take policy decisions in fovaour of protecting the interest of women and girls in 

the country. Mal practice done by the members of law enforcing agencies is published. The 

mass media is putting pressure on the law enforcing agencies to bring the accused under 

trial through publishing follow up of the incidents related to VAW and other cases. But it is 

not enough, they observe.  

They think there will be challenges and these will be overcome following own strategies. 

The mass media should have own policy to prevent VAW in the country along with other 

areas. News will be treated as news. Biasness should be avoided for the greater interest of 

the community and country. Provoking news items should be avoided. Continuous follow 

up should be ensured especially the incidents related to VAW. Social awareness among 

mass people about the impacts of VAW will be enhanced across the country. Limitations of 

VAW related laws and procedures will be brought in light to remove it. Professional integrity 

among the media personnel should be maintained. The mass media should develop policy 

and maintain it for the sake of national greater interest. For this, professional integrity 

should be maintained.  

However, the following section presents FGD data and discussion. 
 

Focus Group Discussion 

To explore the strategy of mass media to prevent VAW in Bangladesh, three FGD sessions 

as one of the part data collections were conducted in three divisions of the study areas. 

One session was conducted in Dhaka, another was conducted in Rajshahi and the rest was 

conducted in Chottogram (figure-31). The media fans (TV viewer/radio listeners/newspaper 

readers) were invited to participate in the FGD sessions. However, the participants were 
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mostly young individuals who are studying in Dhaka University, Rajshahi University and 

Chittagong University. They were purposively invited. Because, they were considered very 

conscious people about VAWincidents in the country. 

A total of 21 students participated in the FGD 

sessions. Seven students participated in each FGD 

session.However, the FGDs sessions were conducted 

by the trained research personnel with the presence 

of the researcher. For conducting a FGD session, a 

friendly environment was surrounded and everybody 

enjoyed it.  

The participants were invited to attend the FGD 

session willingly. First, they were informed about the 

purpose of the FGD session. Second, they were informed that if anybody wish, she/he can 

leave the session and withdraw his/her speech already made in the session. There was no 

compulsion of participation in the FGD session. Maintaining all ethical standards of a 

research work, the FGD sessions were conducted with spontaneous participation of the 

invited young individuals in the three different locations of the study areas.   

However, when asked, how the role of mass media should be to prevent VAW in the 

country? In reply to this query, all the participants state that the role of mass media, of 

course, should be positive. Mass media can portray the incidents related to VAW as one of 

the problems in the society, rather than presenting it as negative image of the society. They 

can describe the incidents as limitations of the society and they can make aware how these 

limitations can be removed. When asked about strategies that should be adopted by the 

mass media, one of the participants observes that  

`media can play a vital role to prevent VAW in the country. For this, follow up of an 
incident is very important. Media can follow an incident from first to last. Then, 
mass people can know the real scenario of the incident with legal procedures, its 
limitations, if any, time for getting judgement or final results and so on. And, also 
punishment of the culprits.’ 
 
 
 

Another participants observes that,  

`media should play neutral role to uncover the incidents related to VAW in the 
country. Because, in many cases, the victims, especially women and girls are blamed 
for violence. But, in many cases, women and girls are not really guilty for such 
incidents. It is true especially in the cases of domestic violence. For example, wife is 
beaten by her husband due to delay of cooking. For many logical reasons, it may be 
delayed. Again, referring some incidents, he observes, media played a `bias role’ 
and took position in favour of a particular group or an influential quarter of the 

FGD sessions in three divisions

Dhaka Rajshahi Chottogram

Figure 31 FGD sessions in three divisions 
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society. Consequently, after ̀ killed herself’ but he was not guilty’. So, in these cases, 

media can play neutral role to unearth the real pictures.’ 
 

However, most of the participants observe that in many cases media is playing a very 

positive role with regard to VAW incidents in the country. They think that due to the 

positive role of mass media, many influential individuals involved in VAW were brought 

under trial. Due to the positive role of mass media, the government has made amendment 

in the Act of Women and Children Repression Prevention Act. On the other hand, some of 

the participants further observe that,  

`in some cases, there may be hidden pressures or embargo on the mass media for 
`not to publish/broadcast’ VAW news and views massively so that it turns into an 
anti-government movement in the country.’ 
 

Some other participants think that,  
`despite such limitations, mass media can play a positive role, portraying the VAW 
incidents neutrally, avoiding propaganda such as ̀ failure of government’, provoking 
mass people `against government’, and so on.’ 
 

After all, mass media should play role positive to prevent the VAW incidents in the country. 

It should not be played role against the government. It should play role to make aware mass 

people how to prevent VAW incidents in the country, they all observe.  

Almost all the participants observe that most of the people of the country do not know 

more or do not have clear idea about Acts and rules related to prevention of VAW and 

punishment. Mass media can do much here.  The participants observe that,  

`Mass media can publish/broadcast the Acts, rules and legal procedures to prevent 
VAW related incidents regularly. Through this initiative, mass people will make 
aware about it. Mass people can be known about the punishment of such incidents. 
Mass media can also publish/broadcast the judgement ̀ already done’ of an incident 
related to VAW. It will create awareness in one hand, and it will also discourage 
people `to be involved in VAW incident’ on the other hand.’  

 

However, it is informed that most the participants took part in different movements 

sparked by violence in different times in the country. And, they also shared their 

experiences of these movement. Some of the participants observe that,  

`this is mass media that supported their movement and they were encouraged to 
continue it till to get assurance from the competent authorities for punishment of 
the accused culprits. So, mass media can play a very positive role to prevent VAW 
and ensure punishment of the culprits in the country.’   
 

Referring to local experiences, some of the participants observe that in some cases there 

are some allegations against some local mass media that the local media play a hidden and 

unfair nexus between the accused individuals and the personnel of the law enforcing 

agencies. In these cases, they observe that some media play role against the victims 

(oppressed female/women) and try to brand her/them as ̀ bad women/girls’. And, also they 

are blamed for such violence. As a result, the accused manage to escape themselves from 

allegations of violence.     



61 
 

Some participants observe that the media houses are now controlled by some corporate 

bodies. Consequently, these media protect their own interest. Referring to a suicidal 

incident occurred at Gulshan area in Dhaka, some of the participants think that some mass 

media covered the incident, protecting the interest of a corporate house. Some participants 

describe that:  

`Control over mass media by the corporate houses will always protect their 
corporate interest. It is considered as one of the barriers to ensure its proper role to 
prevent VAW in the country. Because, they play their role to protect the interest of 
their financing corporate houses. In many cases, they play bias role to serve their 
financing authority. They are not committed to serve the mass people.’ 
 

However, it is revealed that mass media has an influential role to make aware mass people 

as well as to put pressure on the policy makers for undertaking necessary policy decisions. 

It is also revealed that control by corporate houses on mass media may lead to bias role 

instead of neutral position. It is further revealed that neutral position of mass media can 

contribute very much to prevent violence against women in the country. 
 

Case study 

Two case studies were conducted for this study to understand the phenomenon of VAW in 

the country. There are lots of phenomenon with regard to VAW in the country. Incidents 

related to VAW are committed for different reasons which have already been presented in 

the survey data presentation section as well as in the qualitative data presentation section. 

It is also revealed that there are many challenges faced by the mass media. The mass media 

try to overcome these challenges as well. But due to various limitations, the victims are to 

wait for longtime to get proper justice. Sometimes, the victims are compelled to settle the 

issue with the accused individuals. A section of influential quarters of the society or in many 

cases, political influence is appeared as the settler. It is observed that there is a nexus 

between the accused individuals and the influential quarter. It is made by political 

affiliation, influential social position, administrative position and power or other reasons 

such as bribery. Consequently, the victims do not get justice properly in one hand and the 

incidents related to VAW are increasing rather than decreasing day by day in the country. 

The following two case studies present such phenomenon.  
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Case-1: VAW: Example of influential quarter 
 

A second year student of Arts Faculty of a renowned public university submitted a written 
complaint against her teacher for sexual harassment. She submitted the written complaint 
to the Chairman of her department in March 2022. The accused teacher once acted as the 
Vice Chancellor of another public university in the country. However, the issue was 
discussed at the departmental academic committee held on March 29, 2022. At that 
meeting, the committee unanimously took some decisions against the accused teacher. 
The issue was widely published in different mass media at that time in the country. 
Referring to the proceedings of the academic committee meeting, one of the leading 
national Bangla newspapers published a report on April 13, 2022. The report revealed that 
the accused professor was released from academic activities due to complaint lodged by 
a female student for sexual harassment. 
The decisions of the academic committee include: the accused professor will be kept 
refrained from taking all kinds of classes, invigilation in the examination halls, evaluation 
of answer scripts, supervision of M. Phil, Ph. D, involvement in examination related 
activities. The meeting also decided `not to invite’ him in C & D and academic committee 
meeting, cancellation of the allocated departmental office room (allocated for the 
teacher) and sending the issue upon the opinion of the `victim’ to the ̀ higher authority’ of 
the university for greater action against him.  
Later, on April 18, 2022, an emergency meeting was held at the department. At that 
meeting, the committee decided `not to send the issue’ to higher authority but the other 
decisions taken against the teacher will remain valid. According to the newspaper report, 
after receiving the decisions taken at the academic committee meeting held on March 29, 
2022 and C & D meeting held on March 30, 2022 respectively, the accused professor 
handed over the key of his allocated departmental office room and sent the answer scripts 
of a mid-term examination back to departmental office, chairman of the department 
asserted.  
Referring to the proceedings of the meeting, the newspaper revealed a report, describing 
that the accused professor contacted to chairman of the Department over phone on April 
16, 2022 and `seek apology’ for the incident and offered a 3-point proposals to ̀ safe’ him’.  
Then, the chairman asked the professor to send the proposals in written. Chairman of the 
department informed that the professor submitted/sent three letters with own signature 
in the letters to chairman on April 17, 2022.   
One letter was written to the chairman for `seeking apology’, another letter was written 
`seeking apology’ to the victim and the rest letter (application) was written `seeking self-
retirement’ to the Vice-chancellor through chairmen of the department. After receiving 
these letters, the chairman of the department called an emergency meeting on April 18, 
2022. According to the newspaper report, the academic committee recorded the letters 
at the proceedings and all faculty members of the academic committee unanimously 
believed that the professor has `confessed’ his offence `committing sexual harassment to 
the female student’ through submitting these letters. However, the emergency meeting 
decided `not to send the issue’ to higher authority for further action against the accused 
professor.   
After the incidents, demand has raised from different corners to expel the professor from 
the university permanently.  



63 
 

 

  

Case-2: VAW: Example of red tappism 
 

It was 2010. Ten year have passed since the violence happened. The victim was 12 years 
old when she experienced the unexpected situation by her teacher who taught her song at 
her residence. Mentally threating his daughter, the teacher raped her more than one time, 
father of the victim claims.  
According to a newspaper report published on April 13, 2022, father of the victim filed a 
case on September 14, 2020 with a Police Station in Rajshahi, under the Women and 
Children Repression Prevention Act, against the accused teacher who is an official of a 
public university. One month prior to file the case with the police station, parents of the 
victim submitted a written complaint against the accused individual to the university 
authority to take action in this regard.  
They also submitted the same complaint against him to a National Cultural Organization. 
On receiving the complaint, the Organization excluded him from their event on August 31, 
2021. The council also formed a 5-member investigation committee to investigate the 
issue.  
However, on receiving the written complaint of sexual harassment, the Vice-chancellor 
office of the university sent the issue to the university’s `Sexual Harassment Prevention 
Cell.’ According to the newspaper report, head of the Cell asserts that they talked to 
different stakeholders related to this issue as part of their investigation. They find and 
believe that `the allegation is true’. They have also submitted a report accordingly. The 
university authority placed the issue at the syndicate meeting, the highest decision making 
body in the university. The syndicate meeting formed a `review committee’ to review the 
issue and asked the review committee to submit a report within a month. After receiving 
the report, it will be placed again at the syndicate meeting and further action will be taken 
accordingly.  
However, the victim claims that not only she but many others also faced the same 
experiences, raped by the accused individual in different times.  The issue came into light 
when she made a post on Facebook about it. She has been passing through a mental trauma 
for years. Before posting the issue at the Facebook, she deeply thought about its 
consequences, considered the social phenomenon and other issues may be appeared after 
the Facebook post. She describes the issue details at the post what happened with her at 
that time by her teacher. After appearing the post at the Facebook, some other victims 
knocked her and claimed that they also faced the same sexual harassment by the same 
person.  
On the other hand, after the Facebook post, the accused individual has filed a general diary 
(GD) with the police station, and, according to the newspaper report, stated in the GD, that 
only for organizational conflict, father of the student (victim) is defaming him through 
making different conspiracy and publishing scandal against him.       
However, according to the newspaper report, the Police Inspector of the Police Station, the 
investigative officer of the incident, submitted a charge sheet against the accused after 
investigation on January 21, 2021. Then, the accused was granted bail from the court.  
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Findings of the study 

After the presentation of data in the above section, this section presents the findings based 

on the study. The major findings are stated below. 

Awareness  

Mass media has a great role to make mass people aware of their rights. It can also make 

aware of fulfilling demands of people. It can further make aware of the policy makers to 

take new policy decisions and revise the adopted decisions. The finds that the government 

was compelled to amend the Women and Children Repression Prevention Act, 

incorporating death penalty provision in the case of rape. Mass media played a very positive 

role in this regard, covering and broadcasting follow up news related to VAW in the country. 

It put pressure on the policy makers to do so.  

Increase number of mass media 

The study finds that the number of mass media is increasing day by day in the country. The 

positive side of such increase is that mass media covers all the communities all over the 

country. If any mass media wants to avoid something or news related to VAW, another 

media can cover it. That means, every event/incident can be covered. If mainstream media 

wants to avoid local news related to VAW and other important issue, the local media cover 

it and sometimes it becomes the news items of the mainstream mass media.  

Lack of professionalism 

The study reveals that although the number of mass media is increasing day by day, the 

professionalism has not developed accordingly in the country. There is a huge lack of 

professionalism among the media personnel. It is observed that it is happened due to 

involvement of non-professional individuals in the mass media sector. Due to lack of 

professionalism, ethical issues are not maintained accordingly.  

Lack of policy  

The study finds that there is a lack of policy. In terms of VAW related issue, primarily they 

conceal the identity of the victims. It is not enough. Publishing a news can damage images 

of individuals or organizations. So, a good editorial policy is needed for the greater interest 

of the country.  

Lack of investigative news  

The study finds there is a lack of investigative news items in the mass media nowadays. It 

is widely believed that what we see in the open eye is not always true. There may be 

different issue behind the scene. So, investigative news is considered as very important 

matter in the mass media. Through this initiatives, the real picture can be published and 

mass people will be aware of it.  
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Lack of programmes by the government agencies  

There are some dedicated government agencies related to mass media in the country. The 

government agencies include: Press Institute of Bangladesh (PIB), Press Information 

Department (PID) and Press Council. The study reveals that the government agencies have 

a lots of scope to work together with the mass media. They can guide the mass media in 

line with the national interest. But it is not happening.  

Lack of commitment to society 

The study reveals that there is a lack of commitment of the mass media to mass people. 

They are very much aware of and serve the interest of the well-off community in the 

society. In terms of the incidents related to the VAW, news coverage and follow up depends 

on the victim’s social, political, economic and other status. Although the degree of violence 

is taken into consideration during news treatment, in most cases, social status is very 

important to follow up issue until a final judgement or results.  

Digital Security Act: considered a threat 

The study reveals that the journalists work under the threat of Digital Security Act 2018 in 

the country. They fear of harassment under the Act. From the very beginning of the Act, 

the media personnel demanded to repeal the Act, describing it as the barrier of freedom of 

expression and opinion in the country. Most of the cases filed under the Act were against 

the media personnel across the country.  

Interest group  

The recent phenomenon in the mass media is the appearance of business corporate in this 

sector. In many cases, the owners of such media become active to protect and promote 

their own interest instead of common good interest of the society. The interest group bags 

the benefits of the government, keeping aside the interest of the mass people.  

Low credibility  

Prior to the expansion of television stations and the Internet, people used to rely on 

newspapers to access authentic news. Now the country has numerous newspapers, TV 

stations and online news portals. Unfortunately, the standard of journalism is very low. 

Media is seen to be less credible, mainly because of the political affiliation of the owners, 

editors and journalists. Some owners are not directly involved in politics or inclined towards 

the government, but they don't go against the establishment in order to protect their 

business interests. Some corporate houses have introduced both print and broadcast media 

that safeguard corporate houses and their proprietors. Journalists are sharply divided into 

two camps—one group supporting the government and the other group against it. All of 

these are damaging professionalism and the dignity of the journalist community, leading to 

low credibility of mass media.  
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Censorship  

There is a growing concern among journalists about the government's attempt to dictate 

many media outlets. Nowadays owners and editors, particularly the television stations, are 

complaining about receiving phone calls from the authorities, asking them "not to telecast 

certain issues" that may hurt the government image or help its political rivals. Wiretapping 

and digital interception have also been increased alarmingly in the name of security while 

more and more journalists are facing defamation and criminal cases. The freedom of the 

press, guaranteed in the country’s constitution, is shaken and journalists now work in a 

more hostile climate. 

Less motivation  

Journalism has become a job industry with more and more young people choosing the job 

but it hasn’t really developed as a profession. Once there were few newspapers and 

weeklies but journalism was regarded as a noble profession for maintaining dignity, 

professionalism and ethics. Today there are numerous media but with fast-declining 

professionalism, commitment and ethical standard. A big reason is journalists have no or 

little job security, get less pay, hardly offered training and work under many obstacles, 

including that of pressure and censorship from within and outside of the media houses. 

Journalistic ethics and 

professional practices are now 

in question due to motivated 

presentation of news. There is a 

growing perception that media 

no longer holds the value of 

serving public and provides 

news with certain interests or 

intentions. Such type of 

motivation does not lead to the 

journalists to do investigative 

news. They do not feel  

interest to serve mass people 

with commitment.  

Consequently, follow up of news get less importance to them.  

 

Ownership   

The study finds that there is a growing control by business corporate houses on mass media. 

It is revealed that the country’s majority media houses are controlled by a group of business 

Awareness 
Increase number of mass media 

Lack of professionalism 
Lack of policy 

Lack of investigative news 
Lack of programmes by the government 

agencies 
Lack of commitment to society 

Digital Security Act: considered as threat 
Interest group 
Low credibility 

Censorship 
Less motivation 

Ownership 

Figure 32 Findings: at a glance 

Findings at a glance  
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enterprises. Consequently, the media will be serious more to serve the interest of their 

funding authority rather than the interest of the community or society.  

Conclusion 

After presenting data and discussion, it can be said that there are a lot of phenomenon in 

the mass media in the country. Despite many challenges and limitations, mass media is still 

playing a very effective and vital role to prevent violence against women in the country.  

However, the next chapter presents the conclusion and recommendations.   
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Chapter V 

Conclusion and Recommendations 

The study explores the strategy of mass media to prevent violence against women in the 

country. For this, the study conducted a questionnaire survey with structured and semi-

structured questions. The media personnel were the main respondents of this study. Apart 

from Dhaka, three other divisions—Rajshahi, Khulna and Chottogram were selected 

purposively for this study. Through this, it was tried to understand the local phenomenon 

of mass media in terms of contributing to prevent VAW in the country. The study reveals 

mass media faces many challenges. Despite challenges and limitations, mass media is 

playing very positive role to prevent VAW in the country.  

However, the study puts some policy implications based on the literature reviews, research 

data and findings. If the recommendations are taken into consideration, it is believed that 

it would contribute to prevent VAW in the country. The mass media can adopt these 

strategies and can develop own strategies to prevent VAW in the country.  
 

Strategies identified to prevent VAW in Bangladesh 

Several studies reveal and it is also observed that nobody wants VAW and girls even 

anybody involved in such activities. However, as mentioned above that combine efforts 

from all corners are needed to prevent VAW in the country. Therefore, it cannot be said 

that the mass media can prevent VAW in the country alone. It can play a vital role as catalyst 

to prevent VAW in the country. To play role as catalyst, mass media can follow some 

strategies by their own initiatives in one hand and on the other hand, some strategies can 

be imposed by the government to the mass media with regard to prevent the VAW in the 

country. Therefore, the strategies can be grouped into (i) own initiative strategy, and (ii) 

Government imposed strategy.   

Own initiative strategies 

The mass media can adopt some own strategies with regard to prevent the VAW incidents 

in the country. Among many others, some major strategies are stated below:  
 

Putting pressure on policy makers 

Mass media is considered as one of the vital pressure groups in the society. It can put 

pressure on the policy makers or influence the policy makers to take policy in response to 

an incident. It is happened in the country as well. The Government of Bangladesh was 

compelled to amend the Women and Children Repression Prevention Act 2000. After a 

series of rape cases happened throughout the country in recent times, people from all 

walks of life demand to amend the Act. Here the mass media played a vital role to motivate 

and make influence the policy makers in this regard. Finally, in October 2020, the cabinet 
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approved the ‘Prevention of Violence against Women (Amendment) Act 2020’ 

incorporating `death penalty in rape case’ provision. Later, it was passed the parliament. 

Creating awareness 

The mass media can promote public awareness against VAW in the country. For this, it can 

take many strategies such as social campaign on specific issue, continuous follow up of 

specific incident, publishing different laws, rules and procedures related to VAW and so on. 

Individual, family and social awareness will contribute to prevent VAW in the country. It is 

considered that mass media is one of the strong weapons to make public awareness that 

brings very effective results in the society.  

Investigative news 

The study reveals that there is a lack of investigative news in the mass media in recent time. 

The investigative news should be promoted. Through this, many hidden issues come into 

light. It is needed for the sake of peaceful and prosperous society. Investigative news 

related to VAW would contribute to prevent such violence in the country. The editorial 

policy should promote this strategy.  

Promote domestic values 

The mass media has many roles to play in the society. Among many others, the mass media 

should promote domestic values. Every country has its own some values that have been 

developed over time. Domestic values uphold the spirit of mass people. Deviation from 

such values creates social anarchy leading to violence. The newspaper report reveals that 

the recent VAW incident occurred at the Narsingdi Rail Station is erupted for dishonouring 

domestic values. If the dress up of the young girl was not so, it is believed that the incident 

may have not been happened. So, the mass media can promote such domestic values to 

prevent VAW in the country.  

Promote domestic culture 

Every nation has its own culture. The cultural history of Bangladesh is also very rich. Mass 

media can promote this cultural values to mass people, instead of promoting ailing culture 

and foreign culture. Mass media can promote to practise such domestic culture in daily life. 

In many cases, it would contribute to prevent VAW in the country.  

Promote religious values 

Practice of religious values refrains people from wrongdoing. So, mass media can promote 

to practise religious values among mass people. The mass media can arrange different 

religious programmes over the year apart from the programmes held in the Holy Ramadan 

month.It would make aware people of the religious values and encourage to practise these 

in individual life, family life and also in social life. Ultimately, it would contribute to prevent 

VAW in the country.  
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Continuous follow up till end 

Follow up of an event is a very important issues to unearth the real scenario. It is also 

important for the cases of VAW incidents in the country. It is observed that in many cases, 

except a few, the incidents of VAW are not followed properly by the mass media. 

Consequently, many incidents regarding VAW are disappeared from the memory of the 

mass people. But the victim cannot forget it. On the other hand, the accused individuals get 

bail from the court or they can manage `not to go police custody or court.’ So, continuous 

follow up is a very important issue to prevent the VAW in the country. It is observed that 

mass people can know the latest status of an incidents about VAW through the continuous 

follow up. Many can argue that all VAW incidents do not carry same news value and it is 

not possible to follow every incident. In response to this argument, it can be said that the 

mass media especially the print media can publish a special page with a certain time 

interval. It may be weekly or fortnightly, or even monthly. On the other hand, the electronic 

media can air special bulletin on VAW incidents as follow up on a specific day in a week or 

month, considering its time value. Again, the community radio/FM radio can also arrange 

such special follow up event on VAW. The online media has also opportunity to follow up 

VAW incidents regularly. They can connect all events through the hyperlink of a particular 

VAW incident easily. If it is done one can get all information from starting to end/judgement 

(if verdict) of an incident related to VAW.  

It is observed that irregularities or malpractice, if happened, can be published through 

continuous follow up. It would help to ensure justice in on one hand, and it would also help 

to make awareness among the mass people that would ultimately contribute to prevent 

VAW in the country. So, mass media can follow up till end of the incidents related to VAW 

in the country.  

Development of professionalism 

Professionalism develops sense of responsibility. The study reveals that there is a lack of 

professionalism in the mass media. So, it should be developed through different training 

programmes. It is believed that it would contribute to develop sense of responsibility to do 

more to prevent VAW in the country.  

Decent presentation of women not as commodity 

Mass media should portray women and girls with decent manner not as commodity. 

Presentation of women and girls on the mass media especially on the electronic media has 

a great impact on society. People follow the models and leaders. So, their presentation on 

the mass media should be decent, upholding with the country’s own values and culture. It 

will bring a positive impact on society that ultimately contribute to prevent VAW in the 

country.  
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Development of perception 

Mass media can promote development of people’s perception. In many cases, people’s 

perception may be wrong in different issues. The mass media can unveil the real facts, 

upholding right or wrong and ethical and unethical. Freedom is not freedom which hurts 

others. Freedom is that which does not hurt others, being practised in individual, family 

and social life. This should be promoted by the mass media that ultimately would contribute 

to prevent VAW in the country.  

Publish laws and rules related to VAW and its punishment 

Mass media can take strategy to publish regularly on women and children related different 

laws, rules and procedures related to VAW in the country. There are a number of laws such 

as the women and children repression prevention (amendment) act 2020, the dowry 

prohibition act 1980, the family court’s ordinance 1985, the Muslim family law’s ordinance 

1961, etc. The government provides legal supports to such victim of violence at free of cost. 

Some non-government organizations also provide such supports to the victims. These 

should be published regularly. On the other hand, the judgement of such crime should also 

be published widely with due coverage in the mass media. It would create fear among the 

miscreants that ultimately contribute to prevent VAW in the country.  

Neutral position of mass media 

According to an Australia based newspaper reports titled `Media’s Powerful Role in Ending 

Violence Against Women’, the media has a powerful role in exposing violence against 

women, shaping national conversation and shifting policy. The report state, “By the media 

portraying violence against women in a different way, going past the statistics, and really 

looking at the drivers… it’s certainly going to influence policy, it’s going to influence 

behaviour and it’s going to influence how we see violence against women. The media are a 

very, very powerful player in really getting this message across and leading that 

conversation (Cooper, 2016).” Therefore, neutral position of mass media with regard to 

VAW incidents is very important. Country’s mass media can follow this strategy to end VAW 

in the country.  

Conceal of the victim’s identity 

Although the mass media primarily does not disclose the identity of the victims, the media 

describe other features such as name of the school, college, village of the victims. Through 

these descriptions, the identity of the victims is disclosed indirectly. So, the media can take 

initiatives so that the identity of the victims is not disclosed by any means.  

 

However, in the following section, strategies from the government side are stated.   
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Government imposed strategies 

As earlier mentioned, it needs a combine effort to end VAW in the country. Apart from the 

mass media, the initiatives undertaken by the government are the key to end VAW in the 

country. The government is the main actor to end VAW in the country. So, the government 

can take many strategies and ask the mass media to follow these to end VAW in the country. 

Among many of these, some major are stated below:  

For electronic and online media 

The government can ask all private TV channels to broadcast VAW related awareness 

creating talk show for a particular day/time. It should be compulsory for them. However, 

the talk show should be broadcast neutrally. Here it should not be attempted to portray 

the failure of the government only. Constructive criticism of the government should be 

welcomed. Limitations of the government should also be taken into consideration. 

Activities and role of law enforcing agencies should also be discussed neutrally. The 

malpractice if happened by the member of law enforcing agencies should also be discussed. 

Role of other actors such civil society organizations, educational institutions, elite people 

of the society, political party, human rights organizations and so on should also be discussed 

and criticized neutrally at the talk show and other programmes. As mentioned earlier, it 

needs combine efforts to end VAW in the country, positive and negative role of the 

different actors should be presented neutrally at the mass media.  

The media should also take it positively as their social responsibility. On the other hand, the 

government should also receive the criticism positively and take necessary actions 

accordingly.  

Community radio and FM radio 

The government can also ask the community radio and FM radio to arrange programmes 

like the private TV channels in addition to their regular programmes. It would create a wider 

awareness among the mass people as the media covers locally in the country. It is believed 

that it would contribute to end VAW in the country. The radio authorities should take it 

positively as per their social responsibility.  

BTV and BD Betar 

The state-owned mass media can also arrange such type of special programmes. The 

government can ask the media to promote the positive role of law enforcing agencies and 

different services such as 999 for emergency service, 109 for prevention repression of 

women and children, 106 for anti-corruption service and so on.   

Print media 

Print media can play a vital role to prevent VAW in the country. The government can ask 

the print media authorities to play neutral role with regard to VAW incidents along with 
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others to end it. The government can also ask to publish special page on VAW related issue 

regularly with a certain time interval. The government agency concerned can monitor it. 

The government can introduce award for the investigative news that would contribute to 

prevent VAW in the country.   

Online media 

Online media can also play vital role to prevent VAW in the country. Nowadays, it is getting 

popular. Considering the popularity and wide and prompt access to it, the mainstream mass 

media have also introduced online version of the news and other events. There are some 

special advantages of online mass media. The special news items can be displayed on the 

top. The related news and views can also be linked here. Therefore, the government can 

ask the media to display the news items related to VAW on the top. The final judgement or 

verdict of the incidents related to VAW should also be displayed widely. 

Through these initiatives, a wider mass awareness would be created that ultimately would 

contribute to prevent VAW in the country.  

Ensuring safe feeling under the Digital Security Act 

Digital Security Act 2018 is widely criticized by the journalist community and human rights 

groups. They criticize that the Digital Security Act has become the government’s and ruling 

party activists’ preferred weapon to muzzle critics and stymie their freedom of expression, 

freedom of opinion and free of press. According to study, as many as 173 journalists have 

already been prosecuted under the Digital Security Act in the country (Riaz, 2021). So, under 

such feeling of threat, nobody shows dare to publish news related to VAW which has 

involvement of the political party men in the country. Therefore, an environment of 

ensuring safe feeling under the Act should be established by the government side so that 

the mass media can play a very positive role to prevent VAW in the country. However, the 

Act is misused by the interest group in the country. This tendency should be curtailed to 

ensure safe feeling of the journalist.  

Introducing national award 

The government can introduce mass media national award like national film award. The 

award should be in different categories. The important issues like corruption, VAW, crime 

and so on should be given high importance. The award should be selected by a neutral 

independent jury board. Political consideration should be avoided in selecting candidate 

for award. However, the news items that would be selected for award should be widely 

published in the mass media with its implications and impacts on society, preventing role 

related to VAW, curbing role to reduce corruption and so on.  
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Effectiveness of the government agencies 

The mass media dedicated government agencies such as Press Institute of Bangladesh, 

Press Information Department, Press Council, should be strengthened to guide the 

country’s mass media to uphold the spirit of the country. The government agencies can 

arrange different programmes such as workshops, professional development training, 

seminar, symposium especially related to women and children issues for media personnel 

that would contribute to prevent the VAW related incidents in the country.  

Empowerment of NIMC 

As the national dedicated training institute, the National Institute of Mass Communication 

(NIMC)can undertake more events apart from its regular programmes that would 

contribute to prevent VAW related incidents in the country. For this, more initiatives for 

capacity building of the NIMC should be taken. More skilled manpower is needed. For this, 

more foreign and domestic training programmes for the NIMC personnel should be 

undertaken. Further, the NIMC should be empowered more to conduct time befitting 

different training and other related programmes.  

On the other hand, the NIMC can provide suggestions to the Ministry to take some 

regulatory decisions. Among the suggestions, one is that the Ministry can put a provision in 

the license related rules that every journalist both of electronic and print media should have 

a compulsory training certificate obtained from the NIMC or other competent authority in 

the country.  

Further research 

All research work certainly leads to additional research questions. It arises, especially when, 

it is undertaken with limited financial resources and under a limited timeframe. It is indeed 

true for this study. It does not develop to be exhaustive or to offer conclusive findings on all 

questions. It does, however, contribute to fresh realistic suggestion that should notify policy 

debate at the national level in the country. The researchers can get insight from this study for 

further research on different specific issues related to VAW in the country.  

 

--------------- 
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Appendix-I 

 

Categories of respondents, number of respondents and sampling technique 

 

Methods used  Categories  Numbers Sampling technique 

 
 
Survey 
questionnaire 

Journalists (Dhaka 
based)  

347  
Simple random 

Rajshahi  15 

Khulna 15 

Chottogram  15 

 392  

 
 
 
KII  

Gender expert  1  
 
 

Purposive 

Police 
representative  

1 

Electronic media   

BTV 1 

Private TV channel 3 

Bangladesh Betar 1 

FM radio 2 

Community radi 3 

Online media 1 

Print media 2 

 15 

 
FGD 

Dhaka  7  
Purposive Rajshahi 7 

Chottogram  7 

 21 

 Grand total  428  

Case study-2    
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Appendix-II 

Questionnaire schedule 

Exploring the strategy of Mass Media to Prevent Violence Against Women in Bangladesh 

 (Z_¨ cÖ`vbKvixi cwiPq/cwiwPwZi †ÿ‡Î †MvcbxqZv iÿv Kiv n‡e Ges †Kvb Ae ’̄v‡ZB Z_¨ cÖ`vbKvixi cwiPq 
cÖKvk Kiv n‡e bv| msM„nxZ Z_¨ ïay M‡elYv Kv‡R e¨eüZ n‡e|) 

‡KvW bs  
cÖv_wgK Z_¨:  
 
bvg (Hw”QK) : 
wj½: (1) cyiæl (2) gwnjv 
wgwWqvi aiY: (1) wcÖ›U wgwWqv (2) B‡jKUªwbK wgwWqv (†iwWI/wUwf) (3) AbjvBb wgwWqv (4) wbDR G‡RÝx 
wgwWqvi Ae¯’vb: (1) RvZxq (XvKv †Kw›`ªK) (2) AvÂwjK (wefvMxq/‡Rjv ch©vq) 
m`m¨: (1) RvZxq †cÖm K¬ve (2) XvKv wi‡cvU©vm©BDwbwU (3) ivRkvnx †cÖm K¬ve (4) PUªMÖvg †cÖmK¬ve (5) Lyjbv †cÖmK¬ve 
 
bvixi cÖwZ mwnsmZv/bvix wbh©vZb e„w× msµvšÍ Z_¨ 
1. wewfbœ M‡elYv cÎ cwÎKvi Lei †_‡K Avgiv Rvb‡Z cviwQ †h, bvixi cÖwZ mwnsmZv w`b w`b e„w× cv‡”Q| †Kb? 
Avcbvi AwfgZ e¨³ Kiæb| (wb‡Pi ZvwjKv †_‡K 5wU cÖavb KviY wbw`©ó Kiæb)  

1. `vwi`ª̈  
2. Awkÿv/AwkwÿZ  
3. bvix-cyiæl Df‡qi weevn ewnf©~Z m¤úK© e„w×  
4. mvgvwRK g~j‡evamg~‡ni Aeÿq (mvgvwRK kvm‡bi Afve) 
5. mvgvwRK eÜ‡bi Afve/eÜb AvjMv nIqv  
6. cvwievwiK g~j¨‡evamg~‡ni Aeÿq (cvwievwiK kvm‡bi Afve) 
7. cvwievwiK eÜb AvjMv nIqv  
8. A_©‰bwZK KviY/Uvbv‡cv‡ob  
9. †m¨vmvj wgwWqvi (wUKUK BZ¨vw`) AccÖPvi/Ace¨envi  
10. Akvjxb AvPiY/ Pjv‡div  
11. wewfbœ ai‡bi †jvf/cÖ‡jvfb 
12. A‰bwZK PvIqv-cvIqv c~iY bv nIqv  
13. wePvi bv nIqv/ wePv‡ii `xN©mywÎZv  
14. cÖfvekvjx‡`i AvkÖq-cÖkÖq 
15. ÿgZvi Ace¨envi/AccÖ‡qvM 
16. A‰bwZKfv‡e cÖwZcÿ‡K Nv‡qj Kivi D‡Ï‡k¨ 
17. we‡`kx Acms¯‹…wZi cÖfve 
18. gv`Kvkw³/Aeva gv`‡Ki e¨envi e„w× 
19. ivR‰bwZK cÖfve (ivR‰bwZK ÿgZvi Ace¨envi) 
20. gvbwmK Pvc I Aw¯’iZv, AmwnòzZv e„w×  

 
2. wewfbœ ’̄v‡b (N‡i-evB‡i--Kg© ’̄j/iv¯ÍvNvU/‡gjv/cvewjK †cøm/cwienY/¯‹zj/K‡jR/wek¦we`¨vj‡qI (Bs‡iwR 
gva¨g/‡Rbv‡ij wkÿvcÖwZôvb) bvixiv bvbv ai‡bi mwnsmZv/wbh©vZ‡bi wkKvi n‡”Q| †Kb? Avcbvi gZvgZ ejyb|  

1. cvwievwiK PvIqv-cvIqvi g‡a¨ Ac~Y©Zv _vK‡j 
2. ¯̂vgx ev ¯¿x ev Df‡q A‰bwZK (ciKxqv) m¤ú‡K© Rwo‡q co‡j 
3. bvbv ai‡Yi cÖ‡jvfb/PvIqv-cvIqv c~iY bv nIqv  
4. ˆbwZK g~j¨‡ev‡ai Aeÿq  
5. mywkÿvi Afve  
6. ˆbwZK wkÿv Ges Gi PP©vi Afve  
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7. agx©q wkÿvi Afv‡ei cvkvcvwk Gm‡ei ev¯Íe Rxe‡b cÖ‡qv‡Mi Afve  
8. mvaviY I mvgvwRK g~j¨‡evamg~‡ni PP©vi Afve 
9. B›Uvi‡bU I  †m¨vmvj wgwWqvi cÖfve   
10. bvix‡`i wbivcËvg~jK AvBb m¤ú‡K© m‡PZbZv Ges AvB‡bi h_vh_ cÖ‡qv‡Mi Afve   

 
bvixi cÖwZ mwnsmZv‡iv‡a MYgva¨‡gi ‡KŠkj/f~wgKv msµvšÍ Z_¨ 
3. ‡Kvb ai‡bi wbDR/Lei Avcbvi wgwWqvq (‡h wgwWqv‡Z Avcwb hy³ Av‡Qb) †ewk ¸iæZ¡ †`qv nq?  

(1=LyeB Kg 2=Kg 3=gvSvgvwS 4=‡ewk 5= Lye †ewk) 
 

(K) ivRbxwZ (wUK w`b)  

(1)  (2)  (3)  (4)  (5)  
(L) A_©bxwZ  

(1) (2)  (3) (4)  (5)  
(M) wkï I gwnjv (BwZevPK/mwnsmZvg~jK/wbh©vZbg~jK) 

(1) (2)  (3) (4)  (5)  
(N) µvBg wi‡cvU©/wbDR 

(1) (2)  (3) (4)  (5)  
(O) wkÿv msµvšÍ wbDR 

(1) (2)  (3) (4)  (5)  
(P) KzUbxwZ welqK wbDR  

(1) (2)  (3) (4)  (5)  
(Q) Uz¨wiRg msµvšÍ wbDR 

(1) (2)  (3) (4)  (5)  
(R) `yb©xwZ welqK wbDR 

(1) (2)  (3) (4)  (5)  
(S) we‡bv`bg~jK wbDR  

(1) (2)  (3) (4)  (5)  
(T) cwi‡ek msµvšÍ 

(1) (2)  (3) (4)  (5)  
(U) K…lK/K…wl welqK  

(1) (2)  (3) (4)  (5)  
(V) mgmvgwqK welq  

(1) (2)  (3) (4)  (5) 
(W) `yN©Ubv welqK wbDR 

(1) (2)  (3) (4)  (5) 
 
4. Avcbvi wgwWqvq bvixi cÖwZ mwnsmZv/wbh©vZbg~jK wbDR/Lei †Kvb wel‡qi Dci we‡ePbv K‡i Kfv‡iR †`qv nq?  

 

(1=cÖ_g cvZv (eo K‡i 2/3/4 Kjvg); 2=‡kl cvZv (eo K‡i 2/3/4 Kjvg); 3=wfZ‡ii cvZv; 4=¸iæZ¡nxbfv‡e; 5=LyeB ¸iæZ¡nxbfv‡e) 
 wUwfi †ÿ‡Î (1=cÖvBg wbDR; 2=cÖvBR wbDR ev‡` Ab¨ mgq 3=‡`‡ki Lei 
 

mwnsmZv/wbh©vZ‡bi aib †`‡L (wUK w`b)  
(1) (2)  (3) (4)  (5)  

wbh©vwZZvi mvgvwRK Ae ’̄vb †`‡L  
(1) (2)  (3) (4)  (5)  

wbh©vwZZvi ivR‰bwZK/A_©‰bwZK Ae ’̄vb/cwiPq †`‡L  
(1) (2)  (3) (4)  (5)  

wbh©vZ‡bi Le‡ii mvgvwRK ¸iæZ¡ we‡ePbv K‡i   
(1) (2)  (3) (4)  (5)  
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5. bvixi cÖwZ mwnsmZv ‡iv‡a MYgva¨g Kx ai‡bi ‡KŠkj Aej¤^Y Ki‡Z cv‡i/ f~wgKv ivL‡Z cv‡i? Avcbvi gZvgZ 
ejyb|  

1. RbgZ m„wó Ki‡Z cv‡i 
2. avivevwnK cÖPvi-cÖPviYv Ki‡Z cv‡i 
3. NUbvi d‡jv-Avc I †kl cwiYwZ welqK cÖPviYv/ cÖPvi Ki‡Z cv‡i 
4. e¨w³MZ m‡PZbZv m„wó Ki‡Z cv‡i 
5. cvwievwiK m‡PZbv m„wó Ki‡Z cv‡i 
6. mvgvwRK m‡PZbZv m„wó Ki‡Z cv‡i 
7. mwnsmZv †ivaKvix wewfbœ miKvwi cÖwZôvb‡K (cywjk/cÖkvmb/ Z_¨ gš¿Yvjq/bvix I wkï gš¿Yvq) Z_¨ w`‡q 

mn‡hvwMZv Kiv  
8. wePvi wefvM‡K Z_¨ w`‡q 
9. Avevi wePvi wefvMI Z_¨ wb‡Z cv‡i wgwWqvi KvQ †_‡K  
10. we`¨gvb bvix wbh©vZb cÖwZ‡iva AvBbmg~n m¤ú‡K© RbMY‡K Rvbv‡bv  

 

6. Avcbvi (‡h wgwWqvq Avcwb hy³ Av‡Qb) cÖwZôvb wK Gme f~wgKv cvjb K‡i?   
(1) n¨vu  (2) bv (3) gv‡S gv‡S 

7. (hw` Gme f~wgKv cvjb bv K‡i _v‡K) Gme f~wgKv cvjb Kiv wK Lye KwVb e‡j Avcwb g‡b K‡ib?  
(1) n¨vu (2) bv (3) KLbI KLbI KwVb nq (hw` ivR‰bwZK/agx©q Bmy¨‡Z cwiYZ nIqvi Avk¼v 
_v‡K/cÖfvekvjx (ivR‰bwZK/cÖkvmwbK)/weËkvjx nq) 

8. Gme f~wgKv cvjb  Kiv KwVb bv n‡j, Avcbvi cÖwZôvb/wgwWqv Gme †KŠkj/f~wgKv KZLvwb cvjb Ki‡Z cvi‡Q? 
Avcbvi AwfgZ e¨³ Kiæb|  

1. gv‡S gv‡S Gm‡ei †ewki fvMB †KŠkj/f~wgKv cvjb K‡i 
2. mgmvgwqK welq‡K ¸iæZ¡ w`‡Z wM‡q cÖ‡qvRbxq †¯úm (RvqMv/Kfv‡iR) †`qv m¤¢e nq bv 
3. d‡jv-Avc wbD‡Ri Av‡e`b/¸iæZ¡ A‡bK mgq Kg _v‡K/K‡g hvq; d‡j †miKg Kfv‡iR †`qv m¤¢e nq bv 
4. Z‡e wewfbœ ai‡bi Bmy¨wfwËK/welqwfwËK wcÖ›U wgwWqvq wbw`©ó msL¨v/cvZv †ei Kiv nq 
5. Bmy¨wfwËK/welqwfwËK B‡jKUªwbK wgwWqv‡Z Abyôvb cÖPvi Kiv nq   

 

9. bvixi cÖwZ mwnsmZv ‡iv‡a MYgva¨‡gi ‡KŠkj †Kgb nIqv DwPZ e‡j Avcwb g‡b K‡ib?   
 

1. mwVK Z_¨ Zz‡j aiv I wbi‡cÿ/cÿcvZnxb f~wgKv cvjb Kiv DwPZ  
2. AvB‡bi wewfbœ welq¸‡jv cÖPvi Kiv DwPZ  
3. AvBb cÖ‡qv‡M evav¸wj wPwýZ Kiv I cÖPvi Kiv DwPZ  
4. ‡h †Kvb NUbvB (bvix wbh©vZbg~jK) †nvK bv †Kb, †kl ch©šÍ d‡jv-Avc Kiv /P~ovšÍ wb¯úwË ch©šÍ cÖPvi Kiv 

DwPZ  
5. ‡Kvb ai‡bi Pv‡ci gy‡L †_‡g bv hvIqv  

10. bvixi cÖwZ mwnsmZv †iv‡a/ bvix welqK wbDR cÖPv‡ii/cÖKv‡ki †ÿ‡Î Avcbvi wgwWqv‡Z Kx  ai‡bi bxwZgvjv  
AbymiY Kiv nq?  

1. ‡m iKg wbw`©ó †Kvb bxwZgvjv ‡bB/AbymiY Kiv nq bv 
2. wbw`©ó bxwZgvjvi cÖ‡qvRb †bB 
3. wbw`©ó bxwZgvjvi  (†gvUv `v‡M) cÖ‡qvRb Av‡Q  
4. wbw`©ó bxwZgvjv Av‡Q wK bv Zv Rvbv †bB 
5. bvix wfKwU‡gi cwiPq cÖv_wgKfv‡e †Mvcb ivLv nq 
6. bvix wbh©vZ‡bi gvÎv Abyhvqx wbDR cÖKvk/cÖPvi Kiv nq  
7. mgmvgwqK welq we‡ePbvq wb‡q wbDR cÖKvk/ cÖPvi Kiv nq 
8. Ab¨vb¨ (wbw`©ó K‡i wjLyb)  

11. bvixi cÖwZ mwnsmZv †iv‡a wbDR cÖPvi Kiv/wbDR cÖKvk Kivi †ÿ‡Î B‡jUªwbK wgwWqvi (miKvwi/‡emiKvwi 
‡Uwjfkb¸‡jvi) †KŠkj/f~wgKv Avcwb †Kgb †`L‡Z cvb?  

1. †emiKvwi P¨v‡bj¸‡jv †ewk mie †`Lv hvq 
2. †emiKvwi P¨v‡bj¸‡jv †ewk BwZevPK f~wgKv cvjb K‡i  
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3. †emiKvwi P¨v‡bj¸‡jvi Zzjbvq miKvwi/wewUwf G‡Kev‡i bxie f~wgKv (‡bwZevPK cÖPvi n‡e/miKv‡ii 
mgv‡jvPbv n‡e GB f‡q) cvjb K‡i  

12. bvixi cÖwZ mwnsmZv †iv‡a wbDR Kiv/wbDR cÖKvk Kivi †ÿ‡Î ‡emiKvwi ‡Uwjfkb¸‡jvi ‡KŠkj/f~wgKv Avcwb 
†Kgb †`L‡Z cvb?  

(1) †ewk djvI K‡i cÖKvk/cÖPvi bv Kivi Rb¨ A‡bK mgq miKvwi (A‡NvwlZ) Pvc _v‡K 
(2) KLbI KLbI AvBb-k„•Ljv evwnbx/ Ab¨ †Kvb evwnbxi bRi`vwi/ †ewk cÖPvi bv Kivi  †gŠwLK (bb-

WKz‡g‡›UW) wb‡ ©̀kbv _v‡K  
(3) miKvicš’x P¨v‡bj n‡j cÖPvi/cÖKv‡ki †ÿ‡Î †`‡L-ï‡b (i‡qm‡q) cÖPvi K‡i/ m¤¢e n‡j cÖPvi K‡i bv 
(4) Ab¨vb¨ 

13. bvixi cÖwZ mwnsmZv †iv‡a wbDR Kiv/wbDR cÖKvk Kivi †ÿ‡Î evsjv‡`k †eZvi /wewUwf/ miKvwi ‡Uwjfk‡bi 
†KŠkj/f~wgKv Avcwb †Kgb †`L‡Z cvb?  

(1) G ai‡bi wbDR Lye †ewk cÖPvi K‡i bv 
(2) miKvwi wb‡lavÁv _vK‡Z cv‡i (A‡NvwlZ)  
(3) miKv‡ii `ye©jZv cÖKvk cv‡e, G ‡f‡e †ewk cÖPvi K‡i bv 
(4) m¤¢e n‡j, G ai‡bi wbDR cÖPviB K‡i bv 

 

14. bvixi cÖwZ mwnsmZv †iv‡a wbDR Kiv/wbDR cÖKvk Kivi †ÿ‡Î KwgDwbwU †iwWI/Gd Gg †iwWIÕi ‡KŠkj/f~wgKv 
Avcwb †Kgb †`L‡Z cvb?  

1. wbDR cÖPvi Kg K‡i 
2. wbDR cÖPv‡ii mg‡qi mxgve×Zv Av‡Q/_v‡K 
3. bvwUKv ev G ai‡bi Rbm‡PZbZvg~jK Abyôvb cÖPvi K‡i 
4. Ab¨vb¨ (wbw`©ó K‡i wjLyb)  

15. bvixi cÖwZ mwnsmZv †iv‡a KwgDwbwU †iwWI/Gd Gg †iwWIÕi ‡KŠkj/f~wgKv †Kgb nIqv DwPZ e‡j Avcwb g‡b 
K‡ib?  

1. ‡ewk †ewk djvI K‡i cÖPvi Kiv DwPZ  
2. NUbvi MyiæZ¡ we‡ePbv K‡i Lei cÖPvi Kiv DwPZ 

16. bvixi cÖwZ mwnsmZv †iv‡a wbDR Kiv/wbDR cÖKvk Kivi †ÿ‡Î evsjv‡`‡k AbjvBb wgwWqvi (wewfbœ 
B›Uvi‡bUwfwËK wbDR †cvU©vj/wbDR P¨v‡bj/) f~wgKv  Avcwb †Kgb †`L‡Z cvb?  
 

1. ‡ewk †mv”Pvi e‡j g‡b nq 
2. ‡¯úm/ ev Kfv‡i‡Ri mxgve×Zv Kg/bvB  
3. GB ai‡bi wbDR Kivi wel‡q g‡bv‡hvM Kg  

17. bvixi cÖwZ mwnsmZv †iv‡a wbDR Kiv/wbDR cÖKvk Kivi †ÿ‡Î Kx Kx P¨v‡j‡Äi gy‡LvgywL n‡Z nq?  
 

1. mvgvwRK evav  
2. ivR‰bwZK evav  
3. cÖkvmwbK evav  
4. cÖfvekvjx‡`i Pvc  
5. Ab¨vb¨ (wbw`©ó K‡i wjLyb) 

 

18. bvixi cÖwZ mwnsmZv †iv‡a wbDR Kiv/wbDR cÖKvk Kivi †ÿ‡Î Gme P¨v‡jÄ Kxfv‡e †gvKv‡ejv (IfviKvg) hvq 
hv‡e e‡j Avcwb g‡b K‡ib?  
 

1.  
2.  
3.  

 

19. bvixi cÖwZ mwnsmZv ev bvix wbh©vZbg~jK wbDR/Lei Kxfv‡e msMÖn Ges cÖKvk K‡ib?  
 

(1) wfKwUg _vbvq Awf‡hvM Ki‡j, †mB Awf‡hv‡Mi Ici wfwË K‡i Z_¨ msMÖn K‡i wbDR Kiv nq 
(2) nvmcvZvj †_‡K Z_¨ msMÖn K‡i 
(3) wfKwUg ‡Mvc‡b msev` Kg©x‡K Rvbv‡j 
(4) wfKwUg cÖKvk¨ mvsevw`K m‡¤§jb (†cÖm Kbdv‡iÝ) Ki‡j 
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(5) wfKU‡gi wbh©vZ‡bi Lei †m¨vmvj wgwWqvq cÖKvk †c‡j 
(6) wfKwU‡gi eÜz/evÜe/AvZœxq-¯^Rb Gi gva¨‡g G ai‡bi/wbh©vZ‡bi Lei w`‡j/Awf‡hvM Ki‡j 
(7) M‡elYv cÖwZôv‡bi M‡elYv wi‡cvU© ‡_‡K/D³ cÖwZôvb G msµvšÍ †cÖm Kbdv‡iÝ Ki‡j 
(8) wbR Awdm/ cÖwZôvb G wel‡q A¨vmvBb‡g›U w`‡j 
(9) wbR D‡`¨v‡M G ai‡bi Z_¨ msMÖ‡ni gva¨‡g 
(10) Ab¨vb¨ (wbw`©ó K‡i wjLyb)  

 

20. bvixi cÖwZ mwnsmZv ev bvix wbh©vZbg~jK wbDR/Lei cÖKvk Kivi ci †mB wi‡cvU©/NUbvi d‡jvAvc Kiv nq wK?  
 

(1) n¨vu  (2) bv      (3) KLbI KLbI Kiv nq  
(4) wfKwU‡gi mvgvwRK gh©v`v/ Ae ’̄v‡bi Ici wfwË K‡i d‡jvAv‡ci welqwU wba©vwiZ nq 

 

21. G ai‡bi wbD‡Ri d‡jvAv‡ci †ÿ‡Î Awd‡mi (Avcbvi wgwWqvi) f~wgKv †Kgb?  
 

1.  me mgq BwZevPK (2) gv‡S gv‡S BwZevPK  (3) wfKwU‡gi mvgvwRK Ae ’̄vb/Ab¨vb¨ Ae ’̄vi Ici wbf©ikxj 
(4) gv‡S gv‡S †bwZevPK  (5) †bwZevPK  

22. G ai‡bi (bvixi cÖwZ mwnsmZv) NUbvi wbDR Kiv/cÖKvk Kivi ci D³ NUbvi †kl cwiYwZ (NUbvi P~ovšÍ) 
m¤ú‡K© †Kvb wbDR cÖKvk Kiv nq wK? 

(1) n¨vu   (2) bv  (3) KLbI KLbI Kiv nq  (4) †LvuR Lei ivLv nq bv   
(5) G ai‡bi NUbvi †kl cwiYwZi wbDR Av‡e`b (wbDR f¨vjy) _v‡K bv, ZvB ¸iæZ¡ †`qv nq bv/cÖKvk Kiv 
nq bv| 

23. Avcbvi wK g‡b nq, P~ovšÍ cwiYwZi wbDR cÖKvk Kiv `iKvi/DwPZ?  
 

(1) n¨vu (2) bv  
24. bvixi cÖwZ mwnsmZv †iv‡a wbDR Kiv/wbDR cÖKvk Kivi †ÿ‡Î MYgva¨‡gi  (wc&ª›U/ B‡jKUªwbK/AbjvBb) 
‡KŠkj/f~wgKv †Kgb nIqv DwPZ e‡j Avcwb g‡b K‡ib?  

1.  
2.  

 
 

KII Checklist 
 

Exploring the strategy of Mass Media to Prevent Violence Against Women in Bangladesh 

 (Z_¨ cÖ`vbKvixi cwiPq/cwiwPwZi †ÿ‡Î †MvcbxqZv iÿv Kiv n‡e Ges †Kvb Ae ’̄v‡ZB Z_¨ cÖ`vbKvixi cwiPq 
cÖKvk Kiv n‡e bv| msM„nxZ Z_¨ ïay M‡elYv Kv‡R e¨eüZ n‡e|) 

 
 
bvg (Hw”QK):  
wgwWqvi bvg:  
c`ex: (1) m¤úv`K/wbDR GwWUi 
we‡klÁ e¨w³Z¡ 

 
bvixi cÖwZ mwnsmZv †iv‡a MYgva¨‡gi ‡KŠkj/f~wgKv:   
1. wewfbœ M‡elYv/cÎ cwÎKvi Lei †_‡K Avgiv Rvb‡Z cviwQ †h, bvixi cÖwZ mwnsmZv w`b w`b e„w× cv‡”Q| †Kb? 
Avcbvi AwfgZ e¨³ Kiæb|  
2. wewfbœ ¯‹zj/K‡jR/ wek¦we`¨vj‡qI (Bs‡iwR gva¨g/‡Rbv‡ij wkÿv cÖwZôvb) bvix wkÿv_©xiv bvbv ai‡bi 
mwnsmZv/wbh©vZ‡bi wkKvi n‡”Q| †Kb? Avcbvi gZvgZ ejyb|  
3. Gme wkÿvcÖwZôv‡b/mvaviY wkÿv e¨e ’̄vq ˆbwZK wkÿv/ag©xq wkÿvi/g~j¨‡ev‡ai Aeÿ‡qi Kvi‡Y wK bvixi cÖwZ 
Ggb mwnsmZv NU‡Q? Avcbvi Kx g‡b nq? ejyb|  
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4. N‡i-evB‡i (Kg© ’̄‡j/evwo‡Z/ iv¯ÍvNvU/hvbevnb/evRvi/‡gjv/wewfbœ RbmgvMg/¯‹zj/K‡jR/wek¦we`¨vjq/gv`ªvmvq) 
bvixi cÖwZ mwnsmZv e„w× cv‡”Q| Ggb mwnsmZv †iv‡a mvwe©Kfv‡e wgwWqvi eZ©gvb f~wgKv Kx iKg? Avcbvi AwfgZ 
e¨³ Kiæb|  
5. G‡ÿ‡Î wcÖ›U wgwWqvi eZ©gvb f~wgKv †Kgb ? Avi Kx f~wgKv cvjb/‡KŠkj Aej¤̂Y Ki‡Z cv‡i?  
6. B‡jKUªwbK wgwWqvi eZ©gvb f~wgKv †Kgb ? Avi Kx f~wgKv cvjb/‡KŠkj Aej¤̂Y Ki‡Z cv‡i?  
7. ‡emiKvwi B‡jKUªwbK wgwWqvi eZ©gvb f~wgKv †Kgb? Avi Kx f~wgKv cvjb/‡KŠkj Aej¤^Y Ki‡Z cv‡i?  
8. wewUwfi eZ©gvb f~wgKv †Kgb? Avi Kx f~wgKv cvjb/‡KŠkj Aej¤̂Y Ki‡Z cv‡i?  
9. evsjv‡`‡k †eZv‡ii eZ©gvb f~wgKv †Kgb? Avi Kx f~wgKv cvjb/‡KŠkj Aej¤^Y Ki‡Z cv‡i?  
10. KwgDwbwU †iwWI/Gd Gg ‡iwWIÕi eZ©gvb f~wgKv †Kgb? Avi Kx f~wgKv cvjb/‡KŠkj Aej¤^Y Ki‡Z cv‡i?  
11. AbjvBb wgwWqvi (B›Uvi‡bU wfwËK wbDR †cvU©vj/P¨v‡bj) eZ©gvb f~wgKv †Kgb? Avi Kx f~wgKv/‡KŠkj Aej¤̂Y 
cvjb Ki‡Z cv‡i?  
12. bvixi cÖwZ mwnsmZv †iv‡a wbDR Kiv/wbDR cÖKvk Kivi †ÿ‡Î Kx Kx P¨v‡j‡Äi gy‡LvgywL n‡Z nq?  
13. Gme KvR Ki‡Z †Kvb P¨v‡j‡Äi gy‡LvgywL n‡j †m¸‡jv wKfv‡e †gvKvwejv (IfviKvg) K‡ib/Kiv hv‡e?  
14. Gme KvR Ki‡Z †Kvb †Kvb cÖwZôv‡bi Kx ai‡bi f~wgKv cvjb Kiv DwPZ e‡j Avvcwb g‡b K‡ib?  

 
 

FGD Checklist 
 

Exploring the strategy of Mass Media to Prevent Violence Against Women in Bangladesh 

 (Z_¨ cÖ`vbKvixi cwiPq/cwiwPwZi †ÿ‡Î †MvcbxqZv iÿv Kiv n‡e Ges †Kvb Ae¯’v‡ZB Z_¨ cÖ`vbKvixi cwiPq cÖKvk Kiv n‡e bv| 
msM„nxZ Z_¨ ïay M‡elYv Kv‡R e¨eüZ n‡e|) 

 
’̄vb:  

ZvwiL:  
mgq:  
 
1. bvixi cÖwZ mwnsmZv †iv‡a MYgva¨‡gi f~wgKv †Kgb nIqv DwPZ?  
 
2. bvixi cÖwZ mwnsmZv †iv‡a MYgva¨‡gi Kx ai‡bi †KŠkj _vKv `iKvi e‡j Avcwb g‡b K‡ib?  
 
3. Gme f~wgKv cvjb bv K‡i _vK‡j; ‡Kb Gme Ki‡Q bv/ Ki‡Z cvi‡Q bv? Avcbvi/Avcbv‡`i gZvgZ Zz‡j aiæb 
 
4. Avcbvi/Avcbv‡`i Kx g‡b nq Gme f~wgKv cvjb Ki‡Z miKv‡ii cÿ (we‡kl evwnbx/‡Mv‡q›`v ms ’̄v) †_‡K †Kvb 
ai‡bi wewa-wb‡la Av‡Q?  
 
5. bvixi cÖwZ mwnsmZv †iv‡a MYgva¨g‡K ‡Kvb ai‡bi P¨v‡j‡Äi gy‡LvgywL n‡Z nq wK bv? n‡j Kx ai‡bi P¨v‡jÄ 
Ges Gme P¨v‡jÄ Kxfv‡e †gvKvwejv Kiv nq?   
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