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Preface

In this digital era media shapes every part of human life. Recently people are
using media to generate social consciousness and to construct optimistic
changes in society. As such, National Institute of Mass Communication
(NIMC) has arranged a funded research project to investigate the role and
the contribution of the media in the enforcement, respect and promotion
of child rights in Bangladesh. In the present study, data were collected
from parents of child labourer, parents of working children and employers
who recruited child labourer. It was observed from our research that poverty
of the family and indifference attitude towards education because of
parents’ education were the main causes of joining children to works. On
the other hand, television was the most popular media being watched by
parents. Most of the parents reported that they became aware of social
issues like child marriage, dowry, women rights, disaster management etc.
But, very few child laborers’ parents were become aware of child labour
through mass media. Government should take initiatives to broadcast
awareness programs focus on pitfalls of child labour in television channels.
This study would be supportive for all level of education authorities, mass
media activists, human right organizations and other personnel to understand
the promotion of the media as a means to achieve their specific goals to
ensure equality in child.

This research study will be helpful to achieve the intended goals of child
rights of our government and to take full advantages from the investment
for mass media campaign to motivate and aware parents. An implicit
scenario could be found if the parents of child labourer from rural areas
of Bangladesh could be reported on along with child labourers’ family
from capital city Dhaka. We are grateful and thankful for the active role,
labor and assistance of researcher in performing this research work.

s

Md. Rafiquzzaman
Director General
National Institute of Mass Communication
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Executive Summary

In the present study, we focused on the role of mass media in creating awareness
and motivating parents against child labour. For this purpose, data were collected
from 100 parents of child labourer and non-working children and 50 employers
who recruited child labour. Information from sample characteristics revealed
that more boy children worked as a child labourer compared to girl children.
Literacy rate between the parents of child labourer and non-working children
fluctuated significantly. Both father and mother of the child labourer were
more illiterate compared to parents of the non-working children. Mothers of the
non-working children (50%) were more educated compared to mothers of child
labourer (39.3%). Mothers of the child labourer more likely to stay at home
compared to the mothers of non-working children. Family size also varied
between the child labourers and non-working children. Child labourer’s used to
have more siblings compared to non-working children. That means family cost
is much higher in larger family compared to smaller family.Thus, sample
characteristics indicated that child labourer belongs to large family where
parents are less educated, and mother of the child labourer are less likely to
work.

Parent’s and child’s attitude towards education was also assessed. It was
observed that most of the children used to attend school at past but after joining
work most of the children dropped out from the school. Family members and
peers of the child labourer were less likely to attend the schools compared to
non-working children. Both parents and child worker were less interested
about education compared to non-working children group. Two of the most
common reasons for the children to joining the work were poverty (62.67%)
and indifferent attitude towards education (28%) as reported both by the
parents and employer of the child labourer.

Information about media uses was taken. As reported- Television was the
most popular media being watched by parents. Movies and radio were the
next most used media among parents. Among the different T.V. channels
Indian T.V. channels were more popular to watch compared to Bangladeshi
T.V. channels. Most of the parents reported that they became aware of social
issues like- child marriage, dowry, women rights, disaster management etc.
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through media. However, no one reported of being aware against child labour
unless they were asked so. Very few child laborers’ parents were become
aware of child labour through mass media. However, both parents of the
working child and non-working child believed that media played limited role
to create awareness against child labour. Later they reported that in order to
use media effectively government should broadcast more advertisements and
news on popular newspaper and private television channels besides government
television channels. The awareness television programs should focus more on
pitfalls of child labour, the steps initiated by government to stop child labour
and the facilities that they made available for underprivileged children. This
is how the parents and employers believed mass media could be used to bring
positive impact in reducing the number of child labourer and motivating the
parents against child labour. It can be summarized from our research findings
that the social awareness programs which are now being telecasted in government
T.V. channel only is not sufficient enough to create awareness and in motivating
parents against child labour. In order to use mass media effectively at first
government need to introduce adult education program to grow awareness
among parents. They also need to take initiatives for population control. In
addition to this, they have to broadcast more programs in private television
channels besides government television channel.



Chapter 1: Introduction

1.1 Introduction

In this digital era media influences every part of human life. Recently people
are using media to create social awareness and making positive changes in
society. Many media campaign are now being used to promote awareness
among public. Mass media campaigns increase awareness of the issue of
physical activity. Similarly,media are also used to establish child right in society.
One of the greatest examples of successful media program which had great
influence in south-east Asian countries to ensure child right and gender equality
is ‘Meena Cartoon’. This creative use of media had great impact on society
and policy makers to think about the gender discrimination and violation of
child rights in south-east countries. Many social scientists believe that media
reporting is imperative if public concern for children’s right is to remain on
the political agenda, and if child protection services are to remain accountable
(Goddard & Saunders, 2001). While in past few years Bangladesh made massive
progress in different developmental sectors, however, child labor is still an
unresolved issue. Latest National Child Labour Survey report, published in
2015 revealed that 1.2 million children are still trapped in its worst forms. Out
of the child labourers engaged in the work force, 83% are from rural areas and
17% are from urban areas (Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics, 2006). Different
organization took different measures to prevent child labour. For example,
UNICEEF had taken initiatives by providing education, changing social norms,
through legislative reform; creating access to services through institutional
capacity building and evidence-based advocacy. International Labour
Organization (ILO) has been working to eliminate child labour in Bangladesh
since 1994 through its International Program on the Elimination of Child
Labour (IPEC). Basically, few of the researches have an in-depth analysis to
find out the implicit or explicit impact of wide publicity of mass-media on
human rights issues. In the present research we will focus on the role of mass
media in creating awareness among poor parents’ against child labour.




1.2 Statement of the problem

Child Iabour is often a symptom of other problems such as poverty, inadequate
education systems, discrimination within families, ethnic conflicts, inadequately
protected human rights, weak democratic institutions - that will not be eliminated
by banning child labour (Satz, 2003). However, wide publicity in mass-media
has scope to create awareness among people. Poor parents either may be
motivated or not against child labour by widespread influence of such
campaign. So, it is necessary to research about the scope of spread of
mass-media and the influence of media to motivate poor parents to avoid
child labour. Hence, the study has been undertaken.

1.3 Importance and rationale of the study

Journalists often fail to adopt a comprehensive approach in reporting human
rights abuses. Even in the absence of such abuses, the media often fail to
formulate their broadcast policy to incorporate human rights programs. The
prioritization of profit-making over societal well-being dominates media
agenda. Many studies conducted on media and human rights mostly dwell on
analyzing the frequency of human rights terms in the print media, online and
TV media. None or few of them have an in-depth analysis to find out the
implicit or in-depth treatment of human rights issues. This research will
contribute by highlighting the intricacies of media’s involvement in promoting
human rights.

1.4 Objectives of the study

The main objective of this study is to investigate the role and the contribution
of the media in the enforcement, respect and promotion of child rights in 3rd
world country.

To meet the central objective of this study the following research questions
were asked-

1. Did wide publicity in mass media create awareness among poor parents
against child labour?

2. Did wide publicity in mass media motivate poor parents not to engage
their children in child labour?




1.5 Scope of the study

The scope of the study consisted of all higher education level of authorities,
mass media activists, human right organizations and other personnel. This

study would be helpful for them to deeply understand the promotion of child
rights as well as the effort of the national human rights organizations to use
the media as a means to achieve their specific goals to ensure equality.
Besides achieved the intended goals of child rights of our government and
taken full advantages from the investment for mass media campaign to motivate
and aware parents; this research study will helpful. Whatever policies are
adopted will involve trade-offs between different values. Policymakers need
to make explicit the values they want to promote and the trade-offs they are
willing to accept.




Chapter Two: Literature Review

2.1 Child Labour

Depending on region, culture, organization, and government the definition of
child labour varies. The Western perspective portrayed childhood as a carefree
stage of life in which a person did not possess the capacity to be an adult
(Schmitz, Traver & Larson, 2004). Various organizations defined child
labour and its parameters in different ways although there was no universal
definition for child labour. The International Labour Organization's (ILO)
Minimum Age Convention 138 stated that at age of 12 a child was allowed to
light work in non-hazardous situations and at age 15 a child was allowed to
enter the work force (Schmitz, et. al., 2004). The ILO defined child labour as
"work that exceeds a minimum number of hours, depending on the age of a
child and on the type of work" (UNICEF, 2010). The ILO categorized
pertaining to children in work into three: economically active children, child
labour, and hazardous work. Children could be categorized as economically
active if involved in work outside of school or the home at least one hour once
every seven days. Children could be categorized as performing child labour if
they are under the age of 12 or performing hazardous work. Children were
categorized as performing hazardous work if they involved in activities that
may harm their physical, mental, or developmental health or safety (International
Labour Organization, 2006). The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF)
defined child labour as any activity that affects a child's health and education.
Its definition also stated that child labour is work that leads to deprivation of
childhood activities, exploitation and abuse (UNICEF, 2010). The International
Program on the Elimination of Child Labour (IPEC) defined employment and
economically active children as "paid and unpaid work in the formal and
non-formal sectors of rural and urban areas" (Schmitz, et.al. 2004). The
Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics considered children aged 5-14 who work for
one or more hours (per week) in both paid and unpaid settings to be child
workers. For children older than 10, any economic activity was considered a
form of child labour. This included work both inside and outside of the household
settings (Salmon, 2005).

Child labour was still prevalent in developing countries, with high poverty
and poor schooling opportunities. In 2010, sub-Saharan Africa had the highest
incidence rates of child labour, with several African nations witnessed over
50 percent of children aged 5-14 working (UNICEF, 2012). Worldwide
agriculture was the largest employer of child labour (The Economist, 2005).
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Vast majority of child labour was found in rural settings and informal urban
economy where children were predominantly employed by their parents,
rather than factories (Edmonds & Pavcnik, 2005). Poverty and lack of schools
were considered as the primary cause of child labour (ILO, United Nations,
2008). According to the World Bank, the incidence of child labour decreased
globally from 25% to 10% between 1960 and 2003 (Norberg, 2007).
Nevertheless, the total number of child labourers remains high. UNICEF and
ILO acknowledged an estimation of 168 million children aged between 5 to
17 were involved in child labour in worldwide (UNICEF, 2013).

2.2 Child Labour and Bangladesh

Bangladesh was the home to more than five percent of world’s working child
population (The Daily Star, 2011). The National Child Labour Survey
(NCLS) 2013 estimated 3.45 million working children in the country between
the age 5 to 17 years comprising 1.75 million who were not child labourer by
definition and 1.70 million who were child labourer that latter included 1.28
million hazardous child labourer (NCLS, 2013).

Population aged 5-17 years
39,652,384

Working Children
3,450,369

Child Labourer
1,698,894

Hazardous Child Labourer
1,280,195

Figure 1 Estimated child work and child labourer in Bangladesh, 2013

(Data source: Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics (2013) Child Labour Survey
Bangladesh 2013. Dhaka: Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics and International
Labour Organization).

The number of child labourer was 1.15 million in rural areas, 0.29 million in
urban areas and 0.25 million in City Corporation areas (NCLS, 2013). The
number of male child labourer was 0.95 million and female child labourer is
0.75 million, male exceeds the female (NCLS, 2013).




Child labour could be found in agriculture, poultry breeding, fish processing,
the garment sector and the leather industry, as well as in shoe production.
Children were involved in jute processing, the production of candles, soap
and furniture. They work in the salt industry, the production of asbestos, bitu-
men, tiles and ship breaking (Loning, 2017).

2.3 Education and child labour

In past research it was found that poverty forces parents to keep their children
away from school but force them to join the work place (Jensen & Nielsen,
1997). To increase child’s school attendance rate many intervening programs
was initiated by different countries. Some research study prescribed some
direct collaborative measures in which some reward to the children was given
to go to school instead of working. Many such interventions have been tried,
and there is now a small body of empirical literature on the programs. Among
the policy intervention that build in incentives for parents to send their
children to school (or for children to go to school) were introduced in
BolsaEscola in Brazil (Bourguignon, Ferreira & Menendez, 2003), 21
Progresa in Mexico (Schultz, 2001), Red de Proteccion Social in Nicaragua
(Maluccio and Flores, 2005), food for education programs in Bangladesh
(Ravallion, Martin & Wodon, 2000), mid-day meal schemes in India (Kingdon
& Dreze, 2001), and school construction programs in Indonesia (Duflo,
2000). These program were found to be effective in bringing children back to
school, for example- in a follow-up study on food for education programs in
Bangladesh suggested that the was successful in increasing primary school
enrollment, promoting school attendance, and reducing dropout rates. The
enrollment increase is greater for girls than for boys (Ahmed & Ninno, 2006).

Most studies analyzed the relationship between time at work and school
attainment had focused on high-school or college students in industrial countries.
These studies generally found little evidence that part-time work combined with
schooling affects school achievement. Adverse effects were found only at
relatively high work hours. However, exceptions observed in studies conducted
in 2003 by Tyler found that for controlling the child labour, working while in
school led to much larger implied declines in high school math scores and in
college grade point averages than had been found reported previously. Post
and Pong (2000) also found a negative work and test scores in samples of
eight graders in many of the 23 countries they studied.




2.4 Mass Media

Mass media is media that is intended for a large audience taking the form of
broadcast media.Like television, radio, newspapers and magazines, internet
can also attain mass media status.Many media outlets maintain a web presence
to take advantage of the ready availability in many regions of the world.
Many people around the world rely on media for news and entertainment, and
globally, it is a huge industry.

In the late 20th century, mass media could be classified into eight mass media
industries: books, internet, magazines, movies, newspapers, radio, recordings,
and television. The explosion of digital communication technology in the late
20th and early 21st centuries made prominent question: what forms of media
should be classified as "mass media"? For example, it is controversial whether
to include cell phones, computer games (such as MMORPGs), and video
games in the definition. In the 2000s, a classification called the "seven mass
media" became popular. In order of introduction, they are:

Print (books, pamphlets, newspapers, magazines, etc.) from the late
15th century

Recordings (gramophone records, magnetic tapes, cassettes, cartridg
es, CDs, and DVDs) from the late 19th century

Cinema from about 1900

Radio from about 1910

Television from about 1950

Internet from about 1990

Mobile phones from about 2000 (Essay UK,2018)

Each mass medium has its own content types, creative artists, technicians,
and business models. For example, the internet includes blogs, podcasts, web
sites, and various other technologies built the general distribution network.
The sixth and seventh media, internet and mobile phones, are often referred
to collectively as digital media; and the fourth and fifth, radio and TV, as
broadcast media. Some argue that video games have developed into a distinct
mass form of media (The Economist, 2011).

Mass media encompasses much more than just news, although it is sometimes
misunderstood in this way. It can be used for various purposes:




1. Advocacy, both for business and social concerns. This can include advertising,
marketing, propaganda, public relations, and political communication.

2. Entertainment, traditionally through performances of acting, music, and
TV shows along with light reading; since the late 20th century also through
video and computer games.

3. Public service announcements and emergency alerts (that can be used as
political device to communicate propaganda to the public) (Smith, 2011).

Mass media must be encouraged to disseminate information and material of
social and cultural benefits to the child. These rights need to be balanced with
children’s right to freedom of expression. This right includes the freedom of

expression. Freedom to see, receive and impart information and ideas of all
kinds (Mittal, 2004).

Journalists are champions of human rights. They act as the eyes, ears and
voices of the public, drawing attention to abuses of power, human rights and
rights relating to children. Through their work they can encourage governments
and civil society organizations to effect changes that will improve the quality
of children’s lives. Journalists and photographers frequently expose the plight
of children caught up in circumstances beyond their control, or abused or
exploited by adults. The media often depicts children merely as silent victims
or charming innocents. By providing children and young people with opportunities
to speak for themselves - about their hopes and fears, their achievements, and
the impact of adult behavior on their lives - media professionals can remind
the public that children deserve to be respected as individual human beings.
However, in these circumstances it is equally important to consider or cover
up news in a child friendly method. State parties should recognize the right of
the child to be protected from economic exploitation and from performing
any work that is likely to be hazardous or to interfere with the child’s education,
or to be harmful to the child’s health or physical, mental, spiritual, moral or
social development (Paul, 2008).

Habte (1983) further says the media can shape the attitudes, perception, and
beliefs of individual. The media can equally educate individuals on the
dangers of engaging in child labour and women trafficking and the consequences
of the crime.



Chapter Three: Methodology

3.1 Participants

In the present study our target sample was parents of both child laborers and
non-working children. To obtain data from participants with equal socio-economic
background data from both of the groups was collected from same areas.
Convenience sampling technique was used to collect data from different slum
areas. Four slum areas were selected for data collection based on the size and
population of the slums. Four slum areas from where data was collected were
located in Korail Mohakhali Slum, Malibag Rail Gate Slum, Merystope Slum
Dhanmondi, Bongshal Slum Old Dhaka. The sample size of the present
research was 100. Among the participants 56% of the parents belong to working
child group and 44% of the parents belong to non-working children group.
Besides, collecting data from the parents of working and non-working
children; we also collected data from 50 employees who appointed child
labourer in their organization.

3.2 Survey Organization

The proposed study was offered by National Institute of Mass Communication,
Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh. However, University of
Dhaka was the implementing agency and plays the primary role in planning
of the study, execution of survey, analysis of the data and writing report. The
day to day planning and technical operation of the survey including the developing
of survey instruments and training of the field researchers in collecting and
processing data, supervision of the field researchers and management of field
operation was fully carried out by University of Dhaka.

3.3 Design of the study

In the present research cross-sectional survey research design was used.




3.4 Survey Questionnaire

In this present research,to measure how mass media create awareness among
parents of child labourer and motivate them against child labour - a
semi-structure questionnaire was formed.

In first section socio-demographic information of the participants was taken.
The questions cover the basic information of the participants and household
(e.g., Age, Occupation, Salary, Educational facilities etc.).

The second section covered the information relevant to child labour. Here
participants were asked about the reasons of sending their children to work
instead of sending them schools, what kind of work their child do etc.

The third section covers the area relevant to the role of mass media in creating
awareness and preventing child labour. Here participants assess the role of
mass media in creating social awareness and how mass media could be used
efficiently in near future to promote social awareness and preventing child
labour.

3.5 Training of the Field researchers

To conduct the research four field researchers were recruited. At first the
objectives and purpose of the study was briefed to them to have clear idea
what kind of information they will seeking from the participants. They were
asked to be concerned about their language and wording of questionnaire
when they would be communicating with locals. Since they were dealing with
less educated people from low socio-economic status that’s why they were
instructed not to use any kind of jargons. Even after asking each question they
were requested to ask participants if the question was clear to them. After all
this training field researchers were sent for pilot data collection. One of the
main researchers from our project visited them on the first day of data collection
to see how well the field researcher understood their role and to give feedback
on their performance. After this all the field researchers were prepared for
final data collection.




3.6 Data Collection

Data was collected from four different slum areas of Dhaka city over 4 weeks
period. All the four field researchers collected equal number of data from all
the areas to ensure standard data collection instruction.

3.7 Procedure

At first rapport was built with the participants. Participants were briefed about
the purpose and objectives of the study. They were ensured that all their information
will be kept confidential. After taking verbal consent from the participants
information was collected from the participants. It takes almost half an hour
to collect data from each participant.

3.8 Data analysis

Data will be analyzed in two ways. Qualitative data from semi-structure
questionnaire were analyzed and synthesized thematically. Quantitative data
from semi-structure questionnaire were analyzed and described statistically
using SPSS 20.0. Descriptive Statistics (Mean, Standard Deviation, and Compare
Means) and t-test were used as statistical tools.

3.9 Ethical considerations

Any sort of employer and parents’ identification were not required in
questionnaire. Besides, individual employer and parents identities were not
used in the analysis of data.




Chapter Four: Findings

4.1 Socio-demographic Characteristics

The socio-demographic characteristics of the participants are presented in
Table-1. It can be observed from the table that in the present study 37% of
data was collected from the boy children’s parents and 63% of the data was
collected from girl children’s parents. Among the working children group
gender difference was observed. 42% of the child laborers were male whereas
only 14% of the child labourers were girls. However, in non-working
school-going children group the percentage of male and female children
attending the schools was almost equal (21% & 23%, respectively). The
education qualification of the parents of the two groups also varied. Only 41%
of father and 44% of mother of the working children group were illiterate
where as in non-working children group the percentage of illiteracy rate of
father and mother was 24% and 20%. We can see from the data that mothers
from non-working school going children are more literate compared to mothers
of child labourers. Monthly salary of the 89.28% of the fathers from working
children group ranged from BDT 10,000 to BDT 15,000 and rest of them had
salary below this range. In non-working group 95.46% of the father’s salary
ranged from BDT 10,000 to above BDT 20,000. A different pattern of working
attitude was observed in mothers from working group and non-working
group. In working group 39.29% of the mothers were in work force where as
in non-working school going children group 47.72% of the mothers were
working. Mean age of the working children and non-working children was
14.23 (SD =1.53) and 10.57 (SD = 2.92), respectively. Mean age of the father
and mother of working children group was 44.73 and 35.63. Mean age of the
father and mother of non-working children group was 38.52 (SD = 11.75) and
33.34 (SD =17.59).




Table 1: Socio-demographic characteristics of the sample

Group
Working Non-working | Total
14 23 37
Female
25.0% 52.3% 37.0%
Gender of the child
42 21 63
Male
75.0% 47.7% 63.0%
Education of the Child’s father Illiterate 41 24 65
73.2% 54.5% 65.0%
Literate 15 20 35
26.8% 45.5% 35%
Education of the Child’s mother Illiterate 44 20 64
78.6% 45.5% 64.0%
Literate 12 24 36
21.4% 54.5% 36%
Occupation of father Jobless 5 2 7
8.9% 4.5% 7.0%
Job Holders 51 42 93
91.1% 95.5% 93.0%
Occupation of Mother Jobless 34 22 56
60.7% 50.0% 56.0%
Job Holders 22 22 44
39.3% 50.0% 44.0%
2 10 12
! 3.6% 22.7% 12.0%
5 15 20
? 8.9% 34.1% 20.0%
Number of Children
13 8 21
: 23.2% 18.2% 21.0%
36 11 47
! 64.29% 25% 47%

Number of siblings in the working children group was also higher compared
to non-working school going children group. 64.29% of the working children
group parents had four or more than four children compared to 25% of the
parents of non-working school going children group.
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The analysis of the data was divided into two sections. In the first section to
understand why parents sent their children for working instead of sending
them in school. In the second section attitude of parent and children towards
education was asked.

4.2 Attitudes towards Education

Parents were asked if their child used to go to school or if currently going to
school. It can be observed from figure-2 that 91.1% of the child labourer used
to attend the school but after joining the working force the school attendance
declined to 3.6%. Besides, 8.9% of child labourer never went to school. On
the other hand, 100% from non-working child group attended school, the
dropout rate for that group is only 9.1%

1.2y . .
Child’s Educational History
100.00% 96.4% 100.0%
91.1% 90.9%
90.00%
80.00%
70.00%
(]
2 60.00%
<
@ 50.00%
I~
& 40.00%
30.00%
20.00%
8.9% 9.1%
10.00%
0.00% I
Working Child Group Non-Working Child Group
Child Group
m Attended ™ Never ® Attending ™ Quit

Figure 2: Representing the percentages of children ever attended school or attending
the school

Next parents were asked if any other members in the family and the peers of
the child were attending school or not.It was found that 55.4% of the working
children’s parents reported that one or more than one of the family members
were currently studying but for non-working school going children group this
percentage was 97.7%. The findings are portrayed in figure-3. Similarly,
percentage of the peers attending the schools from non-working children’s
group was (97.7%) compared to the working children’s group (58.9%).
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Chiled’s Family Member(s) & Peer(s) Attending Schools
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Figure 3: Representing the percentages of children’s family member(s) and peer(s)
were attending the school

Parents were asked if they and their child are interested to attend the school in
near future. It is discernible from table-2 that 67.9% of the working children
showed disinterest in going to school. On the contrary, only 6.8% of the
non-working group children reported disinterest in attending school.

Table 2: Number & Percentages of students and parents showed interested in studying

Group Total
Working Child Non-working Child
18 0 18
. No
Parent’s interest 32.1% 0.0% 18.0%
in studying Y 38 44 82
e 67.9% 100.0% 82.0%
No 38 3 41
Child’s interest 67.9% 6.8% 41.0%
in studying 18 41 59
Yes
32.1% 93.2% 59.0%

Moreover, 100% of the parents from non-working children group always
encouraged their children to go to school but only 67.9% of the parents from
working children group showed willingness to send their children back in
school if they would get any opportunity in near future (Table 2).
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4.3 Reasons for not attending Schools anymore

Parents of child labourer were asked about the reasons of their children for
not attending the schools anymore. It was observed from their responses that
(Table 3) 62.67% of the parents of child labour reported that the main reason
behind sending their children to work is to deal with the financial crisis of the
family. The second reason for them not attending the school is lack of interest
to continue.

Table 3: The reason behinds not attending the reported by the child labourers’ parents

Respondent
Responses Percentages

1. For the Financial problem in family 62.67%
3. For the child’s unwillingness to continue study. 28%
4. for helping parents or guardians in their work 5.33%
5. For the parents’ unwillingness 4%
Total 100%

Similar question was asked to employers of the child labourer. Similar to the
parents of child labourer, employer identified financial problem is the main
cause of child labourer joining work force instead of studying (Table 4).

Table 4: The reason behinds not attending the reported by the child labourers’ employer

Respondent
Responses Percentages

1. For the financial problem in family. 33.33%
2. For earning money and becoming self-reliant. 23.80%
3. For bearing family expenses. 20.24%
4. For the child’s unwillingness to continue study. 13.10%
5. For becoming independent in their lives 07.14%

6. For bearing expenses of study 02.38
Total 100%

From the above (Table 4) it can also be said that 33.33% and 20.24% of the
employee identified financial reason for joining work force and 13.10% of
them reported child’s unwillingness in study is another cause of joining work
instead of studying.




Furthermore, employers were also asked why they prefer to recruit child
labourer instead of adults. They reported that 44.57% and 40.22% of the
employee reported parent’s and child’s willingness or request to involve in
the work is the main reason for recruiting them. 9.78% of them recruited them
for easy to manage and supervise (Table 5).

Table 1 : The reason behinds recruiting children in work reported by the employer

Respondent
Responses Percentages
1. For the child’s willingness or request. 44.57%
2. For the parents of the child’s willingness or request. 40.22%
3. Children are easy to manage or control. 09.78%
4. Children’s salaries are less than adult’s. 05.43%
Total 100%

4.4 Parent’s Uses of Different Mass Media

In order to understand if mass media had any role to play in creating social
awareness and preventing child labour it is important to understand what
types of mass media were most popular among parents. Parents of both work-
ing and non-working children were asked about the types of mass-media they
use to seek information or for entertainment purpose.

Use of Different Mass Media by Parents of Non-working Child
11.4% 55 704

25.0%

B Newspaper ™M Movies ®Radio HTV. HInternet

Figure 4: Percentages of parents of non-working children used different mass-media
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Use of Different Mass Media by Parents of Child Labour
3.6% 10.7%

19.6%

B Newspaper ® Movies = Radio HTV. ® Internet

Figure 5: Percentages of parents of child labourer used different mass-media

It was observed that 22.7% of the parents of non-working school going
children read newspaper daily whereas only 10.7% of the parents of child
labour read newspaper. In most of the cases the primary source of entertainment
for both working and non-working children’s parents was movie. Almost
52% of the parents of both children group reported that they watch movie for
entertainment purpose.However, only 25% parents of non-working children’s
parents and 19.6% of the working children’s parents reported about listening
to the radio for information purpose. The most popular media among parents
for both entertainment and educative information purpose was television.
93.3% of the parents of non-working children and 85.7% of the parents of
working children reported that T.V. is the most popular media for them. Internet
was the least popular media to be used by the parents of the both groups. Only
7% of the parents used internet on their daily life. (Figure 4 and Figure 5)

4.5 Television channels most watched by the participants

Since T.V. was the most popular media among the parents of the children.
Parents were asked which T.V. channels were mostly watched by them to
understand what types of T.V channels can be effective in creating social
awareness and preventing child labour.
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Table 6: Most viewed T.V. channels by the parents of working children and non-working

children

Respondent Groups

Parents of non-

Parents of workin
Responses working children | Percentages rang Percentages
children
(n=56) (n = 44)
1. Indian TV channels 30 53.57% 21 47.72%
2. Bangladeshi TV channels 24 42.86% 23 52.27%
3. Sports Channels 02 3.57% 00 00%

It can be observed that most of the parents either watch Indian T.V. channels.
Only 42.86% and 52.27% of the parents of working child and non-working
child showed Bangladeshi channel. However, most of the social awareness

programs are mainly telecasted in government channel (Table 6).
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4.6 Role of Mass Media in Creating Social Awareness and Preventing
Child Labour

Participants were asked about the role of mass media in creating social awareness
and preventing child labour.

At first, they were asked if they ever became aware of something through
social media. In response to this question 79.1% of the parents of non-working
children reported that they become aware of something through social media,
whereas, 48.2% of the parents of child labour said they never become aware
of anything through social media. Later 51.8% parents of non-working
children reported they became aware of something through mass media. It
can be observed from the below table that in most of the cases both of the
group parents became aware about women right security related issues
through mass media (Figure 6).

Parent’s Awareness about Social Media

90.00%
80.00%
70.00%
60.00%

79.50%

51.80% 48.20%
20.50%

50.00%
40.00%
30.00%
20.00%
0.00%

Child labourer Group Non-working Children Group

Percentages of respondents

o Yes m No

Figure 6: Percentages of Parents being aware about social issues through mass-media

20



asnqe plIyoy
93eyeo uonsanQ)
uondniio))
KOUBNIL o
WSLIOLIRY, o
Paje[aI QWL
pOOJ 9JeS o
IojeM 9JBS e
Ksoido[ pue sisonoroqny, e
SPIV e
uonoIppe SnIp JO 10919 e
Presypryy .
QUIOJBA e
PAJB[AI 9SLISI(] Uk YI[eoH ‘¢
S90INOSAI [eINJRU SUIAIISAIJ o
uonejuerd 9a1,
JUOWOSBURW JJSBA\
PaJe[aI U001 JUSWUOIAU T

hee el

ISNQe USWOA,
Suisea) oA e
%BEC'LT Aimoq
dfeLRWI PIIYD .

parear AJLnoas pue JYSLI USWOA T

(9z=uw)
UQIP[IYO Sunylom Jo sjuared

REFRialichieE | (Ge=w) eralichieE | sosuodsoy
UQIP[IYO SUDJIOM-UOU JO SIUAIR]

sdnoin asuodsay

BIPAUI [B100S Y3NOIY) JO dIeME dWeddq syudred yorym jnoqe Sonssy [e100S :/ J[qe],




12101

Inoqe[ pIyd "6

paje[al AJi[eIoWw pue uoISIY 'Y

%LY01

JUSUWIOZRURW IOJSBSI(J o
onssI e3UIYOy o
SIOIJUOD [RINIO
JINDIIO JI0YS o
WIARS IR o

PaJe[al SIONJUOD PUR JISesI “/

UOnEBONPI [BUOLIBIOA o
SIYSLI UOTjRWLIOJU] o
XeJ, oUIOOU] e
Suruuerd Ajrue .
onIOuJell, .
SepuaSe/so[nI/SMeE] S, JUSUWIUIdAOL) 9

Koeloy Jo oouepodwy .
[ooyos jo aoueyrodw] o
Ppaje[al uofeonps piyy ¢

REFaliehieE |

(se=w

UQIP[IYO SUTYIOM-UOU JO Sjudred

eRalichies |

(9z=u)
UQIP[IYO SUDIOM JO SjUdIeq

sdnoin) asu

dsoy

sosuodsoy




It is depicted from Table-7 that 36% of the parents of working children group
reported that they become aware of child marriage, dowry, women abuse etc.
through social media. On the contrary only 17.33% of the parents of
non-working children group become aware of this issue. However, educational
related awareness (e.g., right to education, importance of literacy) was more
reported by non-working child parents. 28% of the parents of non-working
children became aware of importance of education and 26% of the child
labourers parents became aware of importance of education. Other issues
about which parents become aware of are health, disaster related issues, laws
and regulations etc.

Consequently, parents were also asked to rate on a 7-point scale to determine

whether mass-media role in creating social awareness was satisfactory among
general population. To test this two independent sample t-test was performed.

Table 8: Mass media's role at present to prevent child labour is satisfiable (t-test)

Levene's Test for
Equality of Variances t-test for Equality of Means
Sig. (2-
F Sig. t df tailed)
Mass Equal 702 404 -3.712 98 .000
media's role | variances
at present to | assumed
prevent Equal
child labour | variances
is satisfiable | not assumed

The test results of Table-8 revealed that there was a significant difference
between working parents and non-working parents in considering mass
media’s roles for creating awareness (t = -3.71, p <.001). Parents of
non-working child (Mean = 3.86, SD = .95) believed that mass media’s role
were more satisfying in creating social awareness compared to parents of
child labours (Mean = 3.20, SD = .84)




4.7 Role of Mass media to prevent child labour

4.7.1 Parents being aware about Child Labour through mass-media

Parents were asked if they became aware of child labour through mass media-
60.7% of the parents of child labourer reported of not being informed about
child labour through mass media whereas 72.7% of the parents of non-working
child group revealed that they became aware of child labour through mass
media (Figure-7).

Parent’s Awareness about Child Labour through Mass Media

100.00%
90.00%
80.00%

72.70%

)0/
70.00% 60.70%

60.00%
50.00%
37.50%
40.00%
27.30%
30.00%
20.00%
10.00%

0.00%

Percentages of respondents

Child labourer Group Non-working Children Group

m Yes m No

Figure 7: Percentages of Parents being aware about Child Labour through mass-media

4.7.2 Role of mass media to prevent child labour

Later they were asked if mass media had any role to play in preventing child
labour. 84.1% of the non-working children’s parents believe that mass media
had important role to play in preventing child labour compared to 64.3% of
the child labourer’s parents (Table 9).

Table 9: Role of mass media to prevent child labour

Group
Working Child Non-working Child

. 20 U
Med1.a had r01§ to 357% 15.9%
play in preventing

child labour 36 37
64.3% 84.1%




4.7.3 Effective mass media to use create awareness against child labour

Among the parents who believed media had role to play in preventing child
labour of which 93.2% of the parents of non-working child group believed that
T.V. has the most vital role to play in this regard compared to 67.9% of the
child labourer parents considered television as an important media for creating
awareness against child labour (Table-10).

Table 10: Effective mass media to use create awareness against child labour

Group Total
Working Child Working Child
Which media has Can’t 18 3 21
vital role to play to | Decide 32.1% 6.8% 21.0%
prevent child TV 38 41 79
labour? T 67.9% 93.2% 79.0%

4.8 Types of program initiated by mass media in preventing child labour
and creating social awareness

It can be depicted from Table-11 that 33.33% of the employer of the child
labourers believed that government should broadcast more about the steps
they took to prevent child labour and the facilities that they made for poor
children. Similar response was also found from 30.19% parents of non-working
children regarding the same issue.

Besides, 37.73% of the parents of non-working children and 30% employer

thought that government should informed people more about the drawbacks
of child labour through T.V. dramas and cartoons.
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Chapter S: Discussion

5.1 Discussion

The primary purpose of the present research was to identify how mass media
could create awareness among parents of child labourers and motivate them
not to send their children to work until the appropriate age. For this purpose,
we collected data from three types of participants: Parents of a child labourer,
parents of the non-working child and the employers of the child labourer.
Information was taken into three sections. The first section covers the basic
information about child’s history of education, the reason of child labourer
joining the workforce instead of studying. In the second section, we focused
on to explore which social media were popular among parents and in the third
section we focused on how much efficiently mass media were playing their
role in creating social awareness and counteracting child labour.

From the study, we found that the most common reason for child’s involvement
in the workforce was to assist the parents to solve family’s financial crises.
This finding is consistent with findings of previous research that poverty and
lack of schools were considered as the primary cause of child labour (ILO,
United Nations, 2008). The second cause of not attending the school was their
indifference to education. Employers of the child labourers reported that most
of the time they recruited child for work on appeal either from a child or their
parent’s. These findings also conformed with the findings of previous
research that children were predominantly employed by their parents, rather
than factories (Edmonds & Pavcnik, 2005). In most of the cases child labourer
used to go to school, but later after joining work, they quit their education.
Family members and peers of child labourer less likely to go to school
compared to non-working group children. It was also noticed from their
demographic information that there is a gender difference in child involving
in the workforce. Most of the time boys were mainly worked as child labourer.
This finding is consistent with the report of NCLS (2013) where they
observed more males work as a child labourer compared to females. One
reason for this gender difference might be a family member’s more
encouragement for the girl child to do household works. Another reason
could be that since data were collected only from slums of Dhaka city. This
sort of gender difference might only exist in urban areas due to parents
concerned about girl child’s safety but if data could be collected from rural
areas different scenario could be observed. People who are living in rural
areas are mostly very poor and sometimes they sent their girl child to big
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cities to work as a housemaid. It was also observed from their socio-demographic
information that child labourers’ parents were more illiterate compared to
parents of the non-working child. Besides, one thing to note that mothers of
non-working children were more literate and more likely to work contributing
household’s finance compared to mothers of child labourers. Moreover,
Family of child labourer also has extended family members compared to
non-working child’s family.

It can be concluded by observing the characteristics of child labourer family
and their attitude towards education that most of the child labourers’ family
had a financial problem, most of their parents were illiterate and mothers were
less likely to contribute in family’s financial arrangement. They have extended
family and most of the family members were less likely to go to educational
institutions and they also have less interest in education.

In addition, use of different mass media by the parents was also observed. The
results revealed that most common media viewed by parents were Television.
Since T.V. was one of the popular media that’s why they were asked which
T.V. channels were most watched by them. It was observed that people were
more likely to watch Indian T.V. channels compared to Bangladeshi T.V.
channels. These results indicating that if Bangladesh government want to use
media effectively for creating awareness among parents and preventing child
labour either they have to make Bangladeshi channels more popular by introducing
up-to-the-minutes programs or they had to broadcast more advertisements
against child labour in Indian T.V. channels as well.

When people were asked if they were ever become aware of any social issues
through mass media most of them reported of becoming aware of health and
disaster-related issues, right to education, crime and law-related agenda, about
child marriage, dowry and women'’s right etc. but none of them self-reported that
they become aware of child labour. When they asked how they become aware
of child labour, most of the parents of non-working children informed of
becoming aware of child labour through social media; but very few parents of
child labour conveyed of becoming aware of child labour. When they were
asked how satisfied they are with the performance of mass media in creating
social awareness, the main result showed those non-working children’s
parents were more satisfied compared to child labour’s parents. Subsequently,
parents and employers also made a suggestion on how effectively mass media
could be used to create awareness among people. Three different types of
suggestion were offered by the employer, parents of child labourer and
parents of the non-working child. Most of the parents of child labourer
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suggested that the government should give more advertisements on newspaper
and private T.V. channels along with government T.V. channel. On the other
hand, most of the parents of non-working child recommended that government
should inform people more about the drawbacks of child labour through T.V.
dramas and cartoons. However, most of the employer advocated that government
should broadcast more about the steps they took to prevent child labour and
the services they financed for poor children.

In brief, we can say that even though a few percentages of parents became
aware of child labour through mass media but those mass media coverages
was not enough. Since people watched more Indian channels and Bangladeshi
private channels compared to Bangladeshi government channel that’s why it
would be better if Bangladesh government makes some mandatory rules for
private channels to broadcast some social awareness related programs against
child labour. Otherwise, Bangladeshi government channels have to increase
the popularity. Above and beyond, Bangladesh government should focus
more on enforcing the strong law against child labour and providing more
supports and services to poor children to continue their studyin addition to
broadcasting social awareness program.

5.2 Limitations

In this study, only the child labourers’ family from capital city Dhaka was
comprised. A different scenario and perspective could be found if the parents
of child labourer from rural areas of Bangladesh could be reported on.

5.3 Future suggestions

1. 87.49% child labourers have more than 2 siblings; contrary 56.8%
non-working children have at best one sibling. So, child labourers have larger
family compared to non-working children group. Besides, 62.67% parents
opined they engage their children to join the work force because of poverty.
Thus, by ensuring birth control we can reshape our population size. And it
will make feasible for government to accommodate food and clothing, housing,
education and medical facilities for entire population.

2. 73.2% child’s father and 78.6% child’s mother of child labourer are illiterate.
So, parents of children can be literate if the adult education program could be
launched in wider coverage. Their literacy can play effective role to create
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motivation and awareness against child labour.

3. Furthermore 32.67% of the parents of child labourer showed indifferent
attitude towards their child education. Adult Education Program in non-for-
mal way may help to grow positive awareness and importance towards educa-
tion among parents. Consequently, this sort of educational program may help
to accept the positive messages from mass-media.

4. Television has been recognized more popular than other mass media.Ac-
cording to findings, 93.3% of the parents of non-working children and 85.7%
of the parents of working children reported that T.V. is the most popular
media for them.Several awareness building programs may be broadcasted in
private T.V. channels and Indian T.V. channels along with only public T.V.
channel.

5. 60.7% of the parents of child labourer reported of not being informed about
child labour through mass media whereas 72.7% of the parents of non-work-
ing child group revealed that they became aware of child labour through mass
media. Since UNICEF’s program Meena was one of the successful T.V.
program to create awareness about child rights; thus mass-media may go for
to create symbolic character like “Meena” to motivate parents against child
labour.

6. Only 42.86% and 52.27% of the parents of working child and non-working
child showed Bangladeshi government channel respectively. However, most
of the social awareness programs are mainly telecasted in government chan-
nel. As such, Bangladeshi T.V. channels should take initiatives to increase
their popularity so that mass people can get more motivation by watching
broadcasted programs.

7.93.2% of the parents of non-working child group believed that T.V. has the
most vital role to play in this regard compared to 67.9% of the child labourer
parents considered television as an important media for creating awareness
against child labour. To build better nation, every TV channels may broadcast
social awareness programs on daily basis.

8. It is reported that financial crisis is the main reason why parents send their
children to labour. 62.67% of the parents of child labour reported that due to
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financial crisis of the family they send their children to work. Alike parents of
child labourer, employer identified financial problem is the main cause of
child labourer to join work force instead of studying. To continue their study,
they need reinforcement like food, dress, simple gift, education materials and
occasionally financial support. This sort of assistance from either government
or non-government organizations may prevent child labour. 33.33% of the
employer of the child labourers believed that government should broadcast
more about the steps they took to prevent child labour and the facilities that
they made for poor children.

9. 37.73% of the parents of non-working children and 30% employer thought
that government should informed people more about the drawbacks of child
labour. Moreover, it is suggested by the parents and the employer that government
should do more publicity about the law against child labour and besides that
enforcing the existing laws related to child labour to ensure better future for
young children must be ensured.

10. Government along with private organizations should expand the coverage
of motivation campaign against child labour. 58.33% of the parents of child
labourer believed that the government should give more advertisements on
newspaper and private T.V. channels along with government T.V. channels.
Versatile options like cartoon, short film, advertisements, and billboard may
be adopted to broadcast awareness messages from mass-media.

5.4 Conclusion

We cannot expect drastic change in a short span of time. To improve the situa-
tion, all the stakeholders need to have the eagerness to bring on the social
change. To understand if mass media could play a vital role in preventing
child labour a quasi-experiment needed to be done by increasing social
awareness campaign through private and public T.V. channels to see if any
positive changes that could bring in to shrink the percentages of child labour.




References

Ahmed, A. A. &Ninno, C. (2006). Food for Education Program in Bangladesh: An
Evaluation of its Impact on Educational Attainment and Food Security. Food
Consumption and Nutrition Division of the International Food Policy Research
Institute. 2033 K Street, N.W. Washington, D.C. 20006 U.S.A.

Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics.(2006). Baseline Survey for Determining Hazardous
Child Labour Sectors in Bangladesh 2005. Dhaka: Government of the People's
Republic of Bangladesh. ISBN 978-9845086257.

Bourguignon, F., Ferreira, H. G. & Menendez, M. (2007)."Inequality of outcomes
and inequality of opportunities in Brazil," Policy Research Working Paper
Series 3174, The World Bank.

Duflo, E. (2000). ‘Schooling and labor market consequences of school construction
in Indonesia: Evidence from an unusual policy experiment.” Working Paper
7860, National Bureau of Economic Research, August

Edmonds, E.V.,Pavcnik, N. (Winter, 2005). Child Labour in the Global Economy.-
Journal of Economic Perspectives, 19(1), 199-200.

Essay UK, Essay: Mass media.

Retrieved  from:  http://www.essay.uk.com/essays/media/essay-mass-media/
[12-05-18].

Goddard, C. & Saunders, B.J. (2000), “The role of the media”, in Project Axis —
Child Sexual Abuse in Queensland: Selected Research Papers, Queensland
Crime Commission, Brisbane.

Jensen, P. & Nielsen, H. S. (1997). Child labour or school attendance?Evidence from
Zambia. Journal of Population Economics, 10(4), 407-424.

Kingdon, G.,Dreze, J. (2001). School Participation in Rural India.Review of Development
Economics. 5. 1-24. 10.1111/1467-9361.00103.

Loning, M. (2017). Labour conditions in Bangladesh. Retrieved from: www.
loening-berlin.de.

Maluccio, J., Flores, R. (2005). Impact evaluation of a conditional cash transfer
program: the Nicaraguan Red de Proteccién Social, No 141, Research reports,
International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI)

Mittal, S. 2004.Children and Media.P.11, Isha books. Delhi.
National Child Labour Survey (NCLS), 2013. Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics with
support from International Labour Organization (ILO), October 2015.

33




Norberg, J. (2007), Virldensvilfird (Stockholm: Government Offices of Sweden),
p. 58

Paul, T. 2008. Child Labour- Prohibition v. abolition: untangling the constitutional
tangle. P.143 Journal of Indian.

Post, D., and Pong, S. (2000). Employment During Middle School: The Effects on
Academic Achievement in the U.S. and Abroad. Educational Evaluation and
Policy Analysis.

Ravallion, Martin, and Q. Wodon.(2000). “Banking on the Poor?” Branch Placement
and Nonfarm Rural Development in Bangladesh.” Review of Development
Economics 4(2): 121-39.

Salmon, C. (June, 2005). Child Labor in Bangladesh: Are Children the Last Econom-
ic Resource of the Household?.Journal of Developing Societies.21(1-2):
33-54.

Satz, D. (2003). Child Labour: A Normative Perspective. The World Bank Econom-
ic Review, 17(2), 297-309.

Schmitz, C.L., Traver, E. K., Larson, D. (2004). Child Labor: A Global View. West-
port, Connecticut: Greenwood Press,1-2. ISBN 978-0-313-32277-8

Schultz, T. P. (2001). School Subsidies for the Poor: Evaluating the Mexican Progre-
sa Poverty Program. Economic Growth Center Discussion Paper No. 834.

Smith, S.E. (4 October 2011). "What is Mass Media?". Conjecture Corporation.
Retrieved November 26, 2011

Stinebrickner, R., and Stinebrickner, T., R. (2003).Working During School and
Academic Performance.Journal of Labour Economics, 21(2), 449-72.

The Daily Star, 2011. No to domestic help under-12, February 16, [online].Retrieved
from: http://www.thedailystar.net/newDesign/news-details.phpnid=174411

The Economist, 20 December 2005. "Child Labour".

The Economist. 2011-12-10."All the world's a game". The end of child labour:
Within reach. Geneva: International Labour Organization. 2006. ISBN
92-2-116603-1.

Tyler & John, H. (2003). Using State Child Labour Laws to Identify the Effect of
School-to- Work on High School Achievement. Journal of Labour Economics,
21(4).

UNICEF, 2012. "Percentage of children aged 5-14 engaged in child labour".
UNICEF, 2013. "To eliminate child labour, "attack it at its roots" UNICEF says".
United Nations (2008),"Child labour - causes".

34




Appendix — A: Personal Information
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Appendix — B: Semi- structure Questionnaire for Parents
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Appendix - C: Semi - structure Questionnaire for Employer
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